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CHAPTER ONE 


She Gndispensable Man 


We find our first text for “The In- 
dispensable Man” in the fourth chapter of Acts, the 
twelfth verse: “Neither is there salvation in any other: 
for there is none other name under heaven given among 
men, whereby we must be saved.” So, my friends, the 
person I am talking about must be indispensable, ab- 
solutely indispensable! “Neither is there salvation in any 
other.” Why not? “For there is none other name under 
heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.” 


I want you to notice that we are saved by a name. 
“There is none other name under heaven given among 
men.” We are saved by a name. What is this saving name? 
“And thou shalt call his name Jesus” (Matthew 1:21). 


I know of a world that is sunk in shame, 
And of hearts that ache and tire; 

And I know of a Name! A Name! A Name! 
That will set that world on fire. 
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What does “Jesus” mean? The name “Jesus” in the 
New Testament is the same as the name “Joshua” in the 
Old Testament. It means Jehovah, the Saviour; and, as 
the Son of God, He has the name of the Father. Hebrews 
1:1, 2: “God, who at sundry times and in divers manners 
spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets, hath 
in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath 
appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the 
worlds.” | 

God has “spoken unto us by his Son.” I want you to 
notice that both God and His Son are mentioned here. 
Let us read the last two phrases again, “Whom he hath 
appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the 
worlds.” It is clear from this that God, the Father, made 
the worlds by His Son. Some people do not understand 
that Jesus Christ existed before this world was made, but 
He did. When He came to Bethlehem as a babe, He took 
upon Himself human flesh. That is called incarnation. 
Through birth He took humanity upon Himself, but as 
the Son of God He existed before this world was made. 
It is very important for us to know and understand this 
great truth. It was through Christ that the world was made 
in the beginning. “By whom also he {God} made the 
worlds; who being the brightness of his glory, and the 
express image of his person, and upholding all things by 
the word of his power, when he had by himself purged 
our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on 
high” (Hebrews 1:2, 3). 

Every false religion in the world today would die if 
all men had a right view of the life of Christ. God is a 
person; and Jesus, His Son, is the express image of His 
person. We often speak of a boy’s being the image of his 
father, and here those very words are used by the apostle 
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Paul, declaring that Jesus is “the express image” of the 
Father’s person. I am glad that we have that statement 
from the Word of God. God is not merely a principle or 
idea, but He is real. God is a person, the supreme per- 
sonality of the universe. 

Let us read Hebrews 1:3 again: “Who being the 
brightness of his glory, and the express image of his per- 
son, and upholding all things by the word of his power, 
when he had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the 
right hand of the Majesty on high.” What a wonderful 
description of the Father and the Son! If God and Christ 
were the same person, Christ could not sit down at His 
Father’s right hand. I believe that God’s Word reveals more 
about God than man’s cogitations and speculations alone 
can ever discover. Let us read on here about this same 
Jesus Christ: “Being made so much better than the angels, 
as he hath by inheritance obtained a more excellent name 
than they” (verse 4). 

I ask you, sirs, how did you get the name you have? 
Why, you inherited that name. You may be as poor as poor 
can be, but there is one thing every man has, and that is 
his name. He goes through life defending that name and 
the name of his father. If your father is a noble man, you 
reverence and honor the name he bears and you consider 
it a privilege to be his son. 

Christ is the Son of God, and He inherited that name. 
Christ is better and higher than the angels, “for unto 
which of the angels said he [that is, God} at any time, 
Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten thee?” 
(verse 5). i 

God never called an angel His son as He did Jesus. 
To be called the Son of God was the highest honor. And 
not only is Jesus the Son of God, but He is worshiped by 
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the angels. God the Father commanded the angels to 
worship Jesus when He was brought into this world. We 
read this in verse 6: “And again, when he bringeth in the 
firstbegotten into the world, he saith, And let all the 
angels of God worship him.” Now let us read on—verses 
8 and 10: “But unto the Son he saith, Thy throne, O God, 
is for ever and ever: a sceptre of righteousness is the 
sceptre of thy kingdom.” “And, Thou, Lord, in the be- 
ginning hast laid the foundation of the earth; and the 
heavens are the works of thine hands.” 

What a wonderful Saviour we have! God the Father 
calls Him “God” and “Lord.” God the Father says that His 
Son created the worlds and hung the beautiful jewels of 
the stars across the verdant meadows of the sky. His hand 
garnished the heavens and set the planets spinning. Yet 
He came as a man among men; He became the Son of 
man, the representative Man of the human race. (Read 
Philippians 2:6-11.) 

He died freely for you and for me. He, our Lord and 
Saviour, is the one Indispensable Man. What you believe 
about Him will decide your whole destiny in this world 
and in the world to come. “What shall I do then with 
Jesus which is called Christ?” (Matthew 27:22). This is 
the great question. He is the one Indispensable Man! 

When all the great ones of earth are forgotten in the 
ages of time, down the highways of eternity the name of 
Christ will reign, and all the honor and joy of a holy 
universe will be given to God’s one Indispensable Man. 
“Where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor 
uncircumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free: but 
Christ is all, and in all” (Colossians 3:11). Where is 
Christ “all, and in all’? The verses before tell—among 
the believers. “Christ is all, and in all.” That doesn’t mean 
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that nothing else exists in the universe, that the Father. 
doesn’t exist, that the Holy Spirit and the angels do not 
exist. What does it mean? It means that Christ has the 
supreme place, as far as this world is concerned, in the 
hearts of His believers. O my friend, does Christ have the 
first place in your heart today, or does sin or the world have 
the first place? 

Where are we going to find out about Christ, and 
about faith in Him? Turn with me and I will show you 
where to find it, the omly place to find it 一 in the Holy 
Scriptures. 2 Timothy 3:14, 15: “But continue thou in the 
things which thou hast learned and hast been assured of, 
knowing of whom thou hast learned them; and that from a 
child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able 
to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is 
in Christ Jesus.” 

There is no greater blessing in any family than for 
boys and girls to grow up with faith in the Holy Scrip- 
tures. Do you read them every day and learn the great 
passages “which are able to make thee wise unto salvation 
through faith which is in Christ Jesus”? 

Notice the different things mentioned here in this 
passage: the Scriptures, or the Bible, Christ, and salvation. 
My friends, you want salvation, don’t you? “Able to make 
thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ 
Jesus.” If you want to understand more about Christ, you 
will have to find Him in the Word of God. The Bible was 
written to reveal Jesus Christ. He is the Indispensable 
Man. Some people read the Bible to find out how David 
killed the lion and the bear. Others read it to find the 
beautiful poetry. Some people read the Bible to find the 
love stories in it. But I want to tell you, my dear friends, 
you ought to read the Bible first of all to find Jesus. His 
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life story is pictured from the first chapter of Genesis to 
the last chapter of Revelation. Is Christ in Genesis 1:1? 
“In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.” 
This is one of the greatest verses in all literature. Where 
is Christ in this verse? Wzth the Father in creation. He 
is right here in Genesis 1:1. Go on down to the twenty- 
sixth verse: “Let us make man in our image.” In the . 
image of God the Father and of the Son. 

We find Christ in Matthew 1:1: “The book of the 
generation of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of 
Abraham.” We find Him in John 1:1: “In the beginning 
was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God.” “All things were made by him; and without 
him was not any thing made that was made” (verse 3). 
Of course, this refers to Christ. To be absolutely sure, let 
us read the fourteenth verse: “And the Word was made 
flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, 
the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of 
grace and truth.” And, according to John 3:16, “the only 
begotten of the Father” is Christ. So we see that Christ 
is in the first verse of Genesis, the first verse of Matthew, 
and the first verse of John. 

Now, let us turn to the last verse of the last chapter 
of the Bible. Yes, there we find Christ too: “The grace of 
our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all” (Revelation 22:21). 
He is indeed the one Indispensable Man. 

I am glad that Christ is first, last, and best throughout 
all the Scriptures. He came to reveal God to men. To 
know what God is like, we must look at Jesus. He said in 
Matthew 11:27: “All things are delivered unto me of my 
Father: and no man knoweth the Son, but the Father; 
neither knoweth any man the Father, save the Son, and he 
to whomsoever the Son will reveal him.” And again in 
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John 14:6: “I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man 
cometh unto the Father, but by me.” 


“Thou art the Way, to Thee alone 
From sin and death we flee; 
And he who would the Father seek, 
Must seek Him, Lord, by Thee. 


“Thou art the Truth; Thy Word alone, 
True wisdom can impart; 

Thou only canst inform the mind, 
And purify the heart. 


“Thou art the Life; the rending tomb 
Proclaims Thy conquering arm; 
And those who put their trust in Thee, 
Nor death nor hell shall harm. 


“Thou art the Way, the Truth, the Life; 
Grant us that way to know, 

That truth to keep, that life to win, 
Whose joys eternal flow.” 


—GEORGE W. DOANE 


“But,” someone says, “I don’t accept the Old Testa- 
ment. I just take the New.” Well, sometimes we are 
mistaken. A person who never changes his views is not 
always right. The apostle Paul was mistaken, so he 
changed his view of truth and got over onto Christ’s side. 
Some people have the idea that the Old Testament is not 
for us today. While it is true that the instruction with 
reference to the ceremonial law was superseded at the 
cross, yet every one of those sacrifices revealed Jesus 
Christ. Yes, Christ is in the Old Testament. You couldn’t 
prove that Jesus Christ is the Son of God if you didn’t have 
the Old Testament, with its fulfilled prophecies recorded 
in the New Testament. 

In John 8:56 I read Christ’s own words: “Your father 
Abraham rejoiced to see my day: and he saw it, and was 
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glad.” Jesus said to the carping Pharisees: “Verily, verily, 
I say unto you, Before Abraham was, I am” (verse 58). 
The next verse says that they picked up stones and 
wanted to stone Him. Why? Because in these words He 
claimed to be God. God never says, “I was,” or “I will be.” 
With Him it is an eternal present. Christ is the same 
yesterday, today, and forever (Hebrews 13:8), but— 


“Our little systems have their day; 
They have their day and cease to be; 
They are but broken lights of thee, 

And thou, O Lord, art more than they.” 


—ALFRED TENNYSON 


The great I AM is Jesus Christ, and He is the one 
Indispensable Man. 

Continuing His declaration to the theologians of His 
day, Jesus said, “For had ye believed Moses, ye would 
have believed me: for he wrote of me” (John 5:46). 
“Moses wrote about me,” says Jesus. You will find that 
Moses wrote about Jesus in Genesis 3:15. That was the 
first sermon ever preached, and the audience was com- 
posed of only three—Adam, Eve, and the devil. There 
God preached to them about Christ, and that was written 
by Moses. He says further in Genesis 22:18: “And in thy 
seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed; because 
thou hast obeyed my voice.” The seed here mentioned is 
Christ. “Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises 
made. He saith not, And to seeds, as of many; but as of 
one, And to thy seed, which is Christ” (Galatians 3:16). 

The prophecy of Micah 5:2 foretold the very place of 
Christ’s birth: “But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though 
thou be little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of 
thee shall he come forth unto me that is to be ruler in 
Israel; whose goings forth have been from of old, from 
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everlasting.” The very town of Christs birth was foretold 
seven hundred years before He was born. Seven hundred 
long years went by; rulers changed; nations rose and fell; 
and then one night the stars were bright in the Syrian sky, 
and there a little babe lay in a manger. Where? In 
Jerusalem?—No. In Damascus?—No. In a stable in Beth- 
lehem! We find this fulfillment of Micah’s prophecy 
recorded in Matthew 2:1: “Now when Jesus was born 
in Bethlehem of Judaea in the days of Herod the king, 
behold, there came wise men from the east to Jerusalem.” 

And Zechariah, an Old Testament prophet, foretold 
centuries before Christ was born that He would be be- 
trayed for thirty pieces of silver: “And I said unto them, 
If ye think good, give me my price; and if not, forbear. 
So they weighed for my price thirty pieces of silver” 
(Zechariah 11:12). Here, four hundred years before 
Christ’s betrayal, God said that thirty pieces of silver 
would be the price. And we read in Matthew 26:15: “And 
said unto them, What will ye give me, and I will deliver 
him unto you? And they covenanted with him for thirty 
pieces of silver.” They asked him how much he wanted, 
and he said, “I want thirty pieces.” Let the skeptics show 
us something that fulfills prophecy like that! 

Now turn to Isaiah 53:3, also written seven hundred 
years before Christ appeared: “He is despised and rejected 
of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: 
and we hid as it were our faces from him; he was despised, 
and we esteemed him not.” And verse 5: “But he was 
wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our 
iniquities.” Read all of it there, then read Psalm 22, the 
psalm of sobs. The whole story is there. 

The words of Psalms 31:5 were quoted by Christ 
Himself one thousand years after they were written. We 
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read them in Luke 23:46: “And when Jesus had cried 
with a loud voice, he said, Father, into thy hands I com- 
mend my spirit: and having said thus, he gave up the 
ghost.” 

And Psalms 16:10 was fulfilled in Acts 2:24-27. 

Christ was the decimal point in history. Every infidel 
who writes a check admits that there was a Jesus Christ 
who lived and put the central date into history. 

What about the identity of Jesus Christ? What did 
He claim for Himself, the one Indispensable Man? John 
6:35: “And Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life.” 
Did anyone ever hear Confucius say, “I am the bread of 
life”? Did Buddha ever say that? No; no man ever did. 
That is the claim of Deity. John 8:12: “Then spake Jesus 
again unto them, saying, I am the light of the world.” Has 
any great philosopher ever made that claim? Did the 
writers of the Zend-Avesta say it? Did Confucius say it? 
Or Buddha? Or Mohammed? No; but Jesus said it, and 
it sounds like the voice of God on the lips of Christ. O 
friend, leave the flickering lights of this world and come 
out into the light eternal. 

Did you ever hear any other than Jesus say, “I am the 
good shepherd” (John 10:11)? When your feet are slip- 
ping down over the brink of Jordan and your heart is 
beating slowly, my friend, it is a wonderful thing to be 
acquainted with a Jesus who can say, “I am the resurrec- 
tion, and the life’ (John 11:25). Could Confucius say 
that?—No. Could Buddha say that?—No. Could Mo- 
hammed say that?—-No. But Jesus says to the poor old 
saint journeying toward the setting sun, “I am the resur- 
rection, and the life.” Thank God for Jesus! i 

Then He says to those treading lifes highway—the 
way that is sometimes so hard, the road that sometimes is 
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so steep that we hardly know what to do 一 am the way, 
the truth, and the life” (John 14:6). 


“They all were looking for a king 
To slay their foes and raise them high: 
Thou cam’st, a little baby thing 
That made a woman cry. 


“O Son of man, to right my lot 
Naught but Thy presence can avail; 

Yet on the road Thy wheels are not, 
Nor on the sea Thy sail! 


“My how or when Thou wilt not heed, 
But come down Thine own secret stair, 
That Thou may’st answer all my need— 
Yea, every bygone prayer.” 
—GEORGE MACDONALD 

Christ is for you in life, and He is for you when you 
tread the deepest depths of the soul’s dark hour. 

“What think ye of Christ?” (Matthew 22:42). 
Everything depends upon your answer to this question. 
If you say He is the illegitimate son of the carpenter of 
Nazareth, then you have no spiritual food, no resurrection, 
but only darkness and denseness and hopelessness for the 
future. But I thank God for the revelation of God’s In- 
dispensable Man, the Son of the living God. 

Whose Son is He? Let us call on His contemporaries, 
the people who lived when He lived, the people who 
knew Him. They are better witnesses than modern skep- 
tics. In all history the courts have given great weight to 
the testimony of an eyewitness. 

First, let us call John the Baptist. What do you say 
about Him, John? You knew Him; you are His cousin; 
you saw Him in action; your mother knew His mother. 
What do you say about Jesus of Nazareth? Listen to the 
answer: “Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the 
sin of the world” (John 1:29). 
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Now let us ask Simeon. You have known of Him for 
nearly a century, Simeon. And now that you have seen 
Him in the Temple, what do you say about Him? Luke 
2:29, 30: “Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in 
peace, according to thy word: for mine eyes have seen 
thy salvation.” That is what Simeon thought about Jesus. 

Andrew, you were one of the apostles; you were with 
Christ almost three and a half years. What do you say about 
Him? What do you think, Andrew? John 1:41: “We have 
found the Messias, which is, being interpreted, the 
Christ.” 

Have you found Him, the one Indispensable Man? 
Have you? “We have found him,” said the shepherds of 
the hills of Bethlehem (Luke 2:8-20). 

John the apostle, you were very intimate with Christ; 
what do you say? John 1:1: “In the beginning was the 
Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God.” John sat next to Christ, his head pillowed upon 
His bosom, yet when he comes to write about Jesus, 
what does he say? “In the beginning was the Word, 

. and the Word was God.” Such testimony cannot be 
ignored. 

And you, Nathanael, what do you say? “Thou art the 
Son of God” (John 1:49). 

Now, the woman at the well of Samaria says: “Come, 
see a man, which told me all things that ever I did: is not 
this the Christ?” (John 4:29). 

And what did the citizens of Samaria say? John 4: 
41, 42: “And many more believed because of his own 
word; and said unto the woman, Now we believe, not 
because of thy saying: for we have heard him ourselves, 
and know that this is indeed the Christ, the Saviour of 
the world.” “We have heard him ourselves, and know that 
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this is indeed the Christ.” Everyone who ever saw Him 
and left a record testified to the same thing. 


Ask His disciples on the stormy sea. Mark 4:41: 
“And they feared exceedingly, and said one to another, 
What manner of man is this, that even the wind and the 
sea obey him?” 


Nicodemus, you are a great theologian; what do you 
say? John 3:1, 2: “There was a man of the Pharisees, 
named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews: the same came to 
Jesus by night, and said unto him, Rabbi, we know that 
thou art a teacher come from God.” Think of it! Nico- 
demus, one of the chief rulers of the Jews, testifying, 
“We know that thou art a teacher come from God.” 


Herod, what is your opinion? No one can say that 
you are prejudiced in Christs favor. Luke 9:9: “And 
Herod said, John have I beheaded: but who is this, of 
whom I hear such things?” My friends, Herod recognized 
in Christ the same mighty power that was in John—the 
power of God. 

What did the multitudes who gathered as Christ came 
into Jerusalem, say? Matthew 21:9: “Hosanna to the son 
of David: Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the 
Lord; Hosanna in the highest.” 


Let us ask the officers who were commanded by the 
Pharisees to bring Christ to them. Why didn’t you bring 
Him? “Never man spake like this man” (John 7:46). 


Judas, what do you say about Christ? You knew Him 
intimately for three years, and you betrayed Him. What 
do you say? Matthew 27:4: “I have sinned in that I have 
betrayed the innocent blood.” 


Pilate, what do you think about Jesus? “I find in him 
no fault at all” (John 18:38). And Pilate’s wife, what do 
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you think? “Have thou nothing to do with that just man” 
(Matthew 27:19). 

The thief on the cross—what do you think? “This man 
hath done nothing amiss. . . . Lord, remember me when 
thou comest into thy kingdom” (Luke 23:41, 42). 

The centurion, the Roman officer on duty at the cross 
—what do you say? “Certainly this was a righteous man” 
(Luke 23:47). “Truly this was the Son of God” (Matthew 
21254) 

Then we find two disciples walking along that Sunday 
afternoon after the crucifixion. A Stranger joins them, 
and they talk to Him as they walk along. The Scripture 
says, “Their eyes were holden that they should not know 
him” (Luke 24:16). When they drew near the village of 
Emmaus, they asked Him to eat with them. And as He sat 
with them He took the bread and blessed it and brake it, 
and gave it to them. Then He vanished out of their sight. 
And they said, “Did not our heart burn within us, while 
he talked with us by the way, and while he opened to us the 
scriptures?” (Luke 24:32). When you come along with 
Jesus, your heart will burn within you as He opens your 
understanding. 

Angels at the tomb, what is your testimony? “I know 
that ye seek Jesus, which was crucified. He is not here: 
for he is risen, as he said. Come, see the place where the 
Lord lay” (Matthew 28:5, 6). 

- Ask doubting Thomas. He was really the believing 
disciple. All he needed was a little more evidence; and 
when he got that evidence, what did he say? “My Lord and 
my God” (John 20:28). That is what he thought! O my 
friends, we can go as far as Thomas did. 

And last of all we can ask Paul, the mighty apostle. 
What do you say, Paul?‘ Philippians 2:6-11: “Who, being 
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in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with 
God: but made himself of no reputation, and took upon 
him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness 
of men: and being found in fashion as a man, he humbled 
himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death 
of the cross. Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, 
and given him a name which is above every name: that 
at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in 
heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; 
and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is 
Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” 


“We may not climb the heavenly steeps 
To bring the Lord Christ down: 

In vain we search the lowest deeps, 
For Him no depths can drown. 


“But warm, sweet, tender, even yet 
A present help is He; 

And faith has yet its Olivet, 
And love its Galilee.” 


—JOHN GREENLEAF WHITTIER 


My dear friends, I plead with you, give your heart to 
the world’s one Indispensable Man. I offer you that Man 
today—and that Man is Jesus Christ. “For there is one 
God, and one mediator between God and men, the man 
Christ Jesus” (1 Timothy 2:5). 

O my dear friends, when God gave Jesus to this world, 
it wasn’t a gift that He was to take away again. He gave 
Jesus to this earth for all eternity. Christ took our nature. 
God gave Him to us, and in heaven now it is a man, as well 
as God, who intercedes for us—One who can “be touched 
with the feeling of our infirmities; and was in all points 
tempted like as we are, yet without sin” (Hebrews 4:15). 

Who will say just now, “Pray for me, and I will accept 
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this one Indispensable Man”? Will you raise your hand 
wherever you are? 


“And didst Thou love the race that loved not Thee? 
And didst Thou take to heaven a human brow? 

Dost plead with man’s voice by the marvelous sea? 
Art Thou his kinsman now? 


“O God, O kinsman loved, but not enough! 
O Man, with eyes majestic after death, 

Whose feet have toiled along our pathways rough, 
Whose lips drawn human breath! 


“Come, lest this heart should, cold and cast away, 
Die ere the Guest adored she entertain— 

Lest eyes that never saw Thine earthly day 
Should miss Thy heavenly reign.” 


—JEAN INGELOW 


CHAPTER TWO 


She Man Who 
Stopped Counting 


In the eighteenth chapter of Genesis 
we read of the man who stopped counting. He was, of 
course, Abraham, the friend of God. One hot day as he sat 
in the doorway of his tent three strangers appeared, and 
God’s friend invited them to partake of his hospitality. 
They did so, and before long Abraham realized that one of 
these unexpected visitors was a divine being. Before 
leaving the tent He predicted and promised the birth of 
Isaac, the long-hoped-for heir of Abraham. Then, as Abra- 
ham walked a short distance with his departing guests, the 
Lord said: “Shall I hide from Abraham that thing which I 
do?” “For I know him, that he will command his children 
and his household after him, and they shall keep the way 
of the Lord” (verses 17, 19). 


Then Abraham heard the startling news: Because of 
their terrible sin, Sodom and Gomorrah, the great cities 
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of the plain, were about to be destroyed by fire from 
heaven. Abraham’s nephew Lot was then living in Sodom, 
and we can only imagine Abraham’s surprise and distress. 
He had honored God, and the Lord now honored him, 
taking him into His counsel and revealing to him His 
purposes. “The secret of the Lord is with them that fear 
him,” we read in Psalms 25:14; and in Amos 3:7: “Surely 
the Lord God will do nothing, but he revealeth his secret 
unto his servants the prophets.” 

As Abraham listened, the Lord said: “Because the cry 
of Sodom and Gomorrah is great, and because their sin is 
very grievous; I will go down now, and see whether they 
have done altogether according to the cry of it, which is 
come unto me; and if not, I will know” (Genesis 18: 
20, 21). 

It has been well said: “God knew well the measure 
of Sodom’s guilt; but He expressed Himself after the 
manner of men, that the justice of His dealings might be 
understood. Before bringing judgment upon the trans- 
gressors, He would go Himself, to institute an examination 
of their course; if they had not passed the limits of divine 
mercy, He would still grant them space for repentance.” 
—Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 139. 

Two of the heavenly messengers departed toward 
Sodom, leaving Abraham alone before the Lord. The 
supposed place of this intercourse is still pointed out to 
travelers. It is on a hill overlooking Hebron in southern 
Palestine, from which an extensive view of the Dead Sea 
spreads out before the observer. It is believed that the 
place of the wicked cities is now covered up by the salty 
waters of the sea of death; but when Abraham stood up to 
plead for Sodom and Gomorrah the view was far different. 
The whole plain was then “as the garden of the Lord” in 
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its fertility and beauty (Genesis 13:10). Here was the 
home of the palm tree, the olive, and the vine, where 
flowers shed their fragrance throughout the year. Rich 
harvests clothed the fields. Art and commerce contributed 
to enrich the proud city of the plain. The treasures of the 
East adorned her palaces. With little thought of labor, 
every want of life could be supplied. Idleness and riches 
were on every hand. The love of pleasure was fostered by 
wealth and leisure. 

“Behold, this was the iniquity of thy sister Sodom, 
pride, fulness of bread, and abundance of idleness was in 
her and in her daughters, neither did she strengthen the 
hand of the poor and needy. And they were haughty, and 
committed abomination before me: therefore I took 
them away as I saw good” (Ezekiel 16:49, 50). 

You know, friends, idleness is the greatest curse that 
can fall upon men, for vice and crime follow in its train. 
And Sodom was filled with mirth and revelry, feasting, 
and drunkenness. The most brutal passions were unre- 
strained. The people openly defied God and delighted in 
deeds of violence. It stirs our hearts to read Abraham’s 
earnest plea for these cities. We read it here in Genesis 
18:23-25: “And Abraham drew near, and said, Wilt thou 
also destroy the righteous with the wicked? Peradventure 
there be fifty righteous within the city: wilt thou also 
destroy and not spare the place for the fifty righteous that 
are therein? That be far from thee . . . to slay the righteous 
with the wicked: . . . Shall not the Judge of all the earth 
do right?” 

Then the Lord said, “If I find in Sodom fifty righteous 
persons within the city, I will spare all the place for their 
sakes.” Notice, Abraham appeals to God’s righteousness 
rather than to His mercy. Here he touches the very foun- 
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dation of things. The whole plan of salvation is a vindi- 
cation of God’s righteousness. The gospel itself makes it 
possible for God to be just and at the same time the 
Justifier of those who believe in Jesus (Romans 3:26). 
Christ, having met the just demands of God’s righteous 
law, provides righteousness to all who believe. As the 
apostle Paul declares in Romans 1:16, 17: “I am not 
ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of 
God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the 
Jew first, and also to the Greek. For therein is the right- 
eousness of God revealed from faith to faith.” 

So Abraham, who believed God and to whom it was 
accounted for righteousness, rested in the gospel of sal- 
vation by faith (Galatians 3:8), and appeals now to God’s 
righteousness and receives the divine encouragement that 
“if I find, I will spare.” 

Notice that in Abraham’s great intercession he asks 
nothing for himself or even for his nephew Lot—Lot’s 
name is not mentioned once. He prays for the guilty 
cities and pleads that they may be spared on account of 
God’s people. It is clear that many cities and nations have 
been spared because God’s people were in them—the 
“salt of the earth,” as Jesus calls them (Matthew 5:13). 
In Matthew 24:21, 22 we read of the great tribulation, but 
for the elect’s sake the time would be shortened. We know 
also that the predicted destruction of Nineveh was delayed 
about two hundred years through the great revival awak- 
ened by the preaching of Jonah. 

Yes, friends, we are to intercede with God for one 
another. Remember, “the Lord turned the captivity of 
Job, when he prayed for his friends” (Job 42:10). Elijah 
prayed, and the rains came after a three-and-a-half-year 
drought. The church prayed, and the apostle Peter was 
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delivered from prison. Daniel prayed three times a day, 
and Jerusalem was rebuilt and Israel went out of Baby- 
lonian captivity. And when Paul and Silas prayed, the 
Philippian jailer was converted at midnight. 

Do you know, Christian friends, that we are actually 
sinning against God if we do not pray for one another? 
Samuel said to Saul: “God forbid that I should sin against 
the Lord in ceasing to pray for you” (1 Samuel 12:23). 

How often wandering boys are held back from ruin 
by Mother’s prayers. Dr. James McCosh, president of 
Princeton, had the custom of praying with members of the 
senior class before he bade them good-by when they went 
out into the world. But a certain young graduate once 
said to him, “I don’t believe in God or prayer.” The presi- 
dent was surprised and hurt, but he shook hands with the 
young man and wished him success. Some years later, 
when Dr. McCosh was delivering a series of lectures in 
Cincinnati, a man came to him and said, “What is this I 
hear, Dr. McCosh, about your turning out infidels at 
Princeton?” Dr. McCosh was surprised and asked what he 
meant. The man gave the history of this student who had 
refused to pray with the doctor, saying that he had ad- 
vanced to an important post in the schools of Cincinnati 
and was sowing the seeds of unbelief and infidelity every- 
where. “But,” the man added, “he has a godly, praying 
mother, and I believe that in the end she will win.” 

A year or two later Dr. McCosh was in his study in 
Princeton one day when a young man and his wife came 
to see him. The man said: “You don’t remember me, but 
I am the student who refused to pray with you. I thought 
I was an unbeliever, and everywhere I went I spread 
unbelief. But all the time my mother was praying for me. 
Her prayers have won at last, and here I am to enter the 
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seminary and prepare for the ministry. Before I go I want 
you to kneel down with me and my wife and offer that 
long-postponed prayer.” Like thousands of others, he could 
say, “And though I wandered far away, my mother’s prayers 
have followed me the whole world through.” 

Abraham interceded with the Lord, not once, but six 
times, growing bolder as his requests were granted until 
he gained the answer that if even ten righteous persons 
could be found in Sodom, it would be spared. 

“Love for perishing souls inspired Abraham’s prayer. 
While he loathed the sins of that corrupt city, he desired 
that the sinners might be saved. His deep interest for 
Sodom shows the anxiety that we should feel for the 
impenitent. We should cherish hatred of sin, but pity and 
love for the sinner. All around us are souls going down to 
ruin as hopeless, as terrible, as that which befell Sodom. 
Every day the probation of some is closing. Every hour 
some are passing beyond the reach of mercy. And where 
are the voices of warning and entreaty to bid the sinner 
flee from this fearful doom? Where are the hands 
stretched out to draw him back from death? Where are 
those who with humility and persevering faith are plead- 
ing with God for him? 

“The spirit of Abraham was the spirit of Christ. The 
Son of God is Himself the great intercessor in the sinner’s 
behalf. He who has paid the price for its redemption 
knows the worth of the human soul.”—Ibid., p. 140. 

Why did Abraham stop praying when he reached the © 
number ten? Probably because of his ignorance of the 
extent of Sodom’s sin, or because of his ignorance of the 
extent of divine mercy and long-suffering. We contrast 
his words,. “I will speak yet but this once,” with the 
intercession of our Lord Jesus Christ, whose pleading on 
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our behalf knows no limit whatever. He is able to save to 
the “uttermost” (or, as the margin says, “evermore” ), seeing 
He ever liveth to make intercession for us (Hebrews 
7:25). Christ is our intercessor. However blessed Abra- 
ham’s intercession for the sinners of Sodom was, it was 
limited because the intercessor was a man. He said, “I 
will speak yet but this once,” as if he were afraid of pre- 
senting too large a check at the treasury of God’s infinite 
grace. God is not limited—by no means!—but the servant 
is limited. Abraham stopped counting, as if afraid of 
overdrawing his account at the bank of faith. There was 
abundance of grace and patience in God to have listened 
to His dear friend had he proceeded counting to three or 
even to one. But he ceased asking, so God ceased giving. 
But not so with our glorious Intercessor. Says the apostle 
Paul in Romans 8:34 and onward: “It is Christ that died, 
yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at the right 
hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us. Who 
shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, 
or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or 
peril, or sword? ... Nay, in all these things we are more 
than conquerors through him that loved us. For I am 
persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 
principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things 
to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, 
shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is 
in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 


“The Father hears Him pray, 
His dear, anointed One; 
He cannot turn away 
The presence of His Son; 
His Spirit answers to the blood, 
And tells me I’m a child of God.” 
—CHARLES WESLEY 
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How great is God’s mercy in spite of our failure and 
lack of faith! Although Abraham stopped counting in 
his intercession when the Lord promised to spare the 
wicked city of Sodom if ten righteous people could be 
found in it, Lot and his two daughters were saved when 
the fire fell. 

Let us look to Christ, our Intercessor, now while He 
still pleads His blood for our sins. Dear friend, will you 
not yield your heart to Him now? Repent and turn to 
God, whose grace is greater than all our sins. 

Not Sodom, not Gomorrah, not the wicked cities of 
the plains, but a world today faces the judgment of God. - 
Christ crucified, Christ interceding, Christ coming again, 
is the only hope of our modern world. 

There is an old story of a royal prince who, under the 
disguise of a beggar, wooed and won his bride. He brought 
her to the capital city and right into the audience chamber 
in the king’s palace. There he left her on some pretext 
or other, and she became fearful and shrinking. When at 
last she looked up, she saw there on the throne her lover, 
her husband, in royal robes. Then all her fear was gone. 
He was the one she loved, and “perfect love casteth out 
fear” (1 John 4:18). 

So the believer, wooed and won by Christ, being found 
in fashion as a servant, lifts up his eyes at last and sees 
upon the throne the face he has learned to love. Then all 
fear is gone; love is made perfect. And he has boldness in 
the day of judgment and will go to dwell with love 
forevermore. 

So, friend, may God give us all the faith of the man 
who stopped counting. And may our faith be fixed upon 
Jesus Christ, the One altogether lovely and the fairest of 
ten thousand to our souls. 


CHAPTER THREE 


She Mlan Who 
Couldnt, but Did! 


Can you imagine who he was—the 
man who couldn’t, but did? Without a doubt, he was the 
greatest man of the Old Testament and one of the supreme 
characters of the human race—Moses, the servant of God. 
What was his story? What was it that he couldn’t do, but 
did? Well, it was this: 

As a leader appointed by God, Moses had led the host 
of Israel “out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of 
bondage” (Exodus 20:2). To deliver a million slaves from 
the oppression of the strongest military power on earth 
was a deed to be remembered as long as time should last. 
It took courage, intelligence, wisdom, humility, and above 
all, faith—faith in the living God. Moses had all these 
virtues and more. He was a prophet of God and wrote the 
first five books of the Bible as he was moved by the Holy 
Ghost (2 Peter 1:21). Through him mighty miracles of 
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divine power were performed. The Ten Commandments, 
written on two tables of stone by the finger of God Him- 
self, were handed to Moses on Mount Sinai. He was God’s 
appointed leader of God’s appointed people at God’s ap- 
pointed time. Yet the greatest desire of his life was for- 
bidden him; his supreme hope was denied. God said he 
couldn’t, and he didn’t—not then. But about fifteen hun- 
dred years later he did! 

During the forty years in the wilderness, not only was 
Israel’s food supply a daily miracle, but the water supply 
for that vast tent city was a constant miracle too. Moses 
was instructed by God to strike a great rock nearby with 
the rod that had been employed in so many wonderful 
happenings. He did so, and instantly “the waters gushed 
out, and the streams overflowed” (Psalms 78:20). Hun- 
dreds of thousands of people drank the cooling waters in 
the desert heat. As it is written in Isaiah 48:21: “They 
thirsted not when he led them through the deserts: he 
caused the waters to flow out of the rock for them: he 
clave the rock also, and the waters gushed out.” 

And again in Psalms 105:41: “He opened the rock, 
and the waters gushed out; they ran in the dry places like 
a river.” 

This smitten rock was a type, or figure, of Christ, 
from whom the living waters were to flow to the world. It 
is written in 1 Corinthians 10:4: “They drank of that 
spiritual Rock that followed them: and that Rock was 
Christ.” 

It was the smiting of the rock that brought forth the 
living waters, and so it was with our Saviour. When He 
was smitten for our sins on Calvary’s cross, the living 
water of salvation flowed to the world. In John 4:14 Jesus 
said, “Whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give 
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him shall never thirst; but the water that I shall give him 
shall be in him a well of water springing up into ever- 
lasting life.” So by faith we can now sing: 
“Rock of Ages, cleft for me, 
Let me hide myself in Thee; 
Let the water and the blood, 
From Thy riven side which flowed, 


Be of sin the double cure, 
Cleanse me from its guilt and power.” 


—AUGUSTUS M, TOPLADY 


But in spite of God’s guiding care and mighty power 
displayed for nearly forty years as Israel marched and 
camped under the pillar of fire and cloud, they were still 
full of doubting, complaining, and rebellion. When they 
were just about ready to march through the land of Edom, 
where natural supplies of water would be available, the 
water from the rock ceased. Here was an opportunity to 
walk by faith instead of sight, but what did they do? No 
sooner was the cry for water heard in the camp than they 
forgot the power that had supplied all their needs for so 
many years, and instead of turning to God for help, they 
murmured against Him and began to cry in desperation: 
“Would God that we had died when our brethren died 
before the Lord!” (Numbers 20:3). That is, they wished 
that they had been among those rebellious ones who were 
swallowed up by the earth when Korah, Dathan, and 
Abiram fell because of their sins. 

Then the children of Israel began to blame Moses 
for their trouble. They must have known that Moses did 
not smite Egypt with ten plagues, that Moses did not open 
the Red Sea, that Moses did not give them manna, that 
Moses did not create streams of water in the sandy desert. 
It was not reasonable to give Moses credit or blame for 
bringing a million people, more or less, out of Egypt and 
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leading them safely for forty years in the wild wilderness 
of Sinai—but then, doubt and hatred and sin are never 
reasonable. The roar of that great multitude of thirsty 
thousands must have broken on the ears of Moses like the 
roat of the sea as the leading spirits came up and cried: 
“Why have ye brought up the congregation of the Lord 
into this wilderness, that we and our cattle should die 
there? And wherefore have ye made us to come up out 
of Egypt, to bring us in unto this evil place? .. . neither 
is there any water to drink” (Numbers 20:4, 5). 

Then Moses and Aaron prayed. That’s first aid in a 
time of trouble for anyone. Alone, they were helpless 
before the rising anger and despair of the people—hun- 
dreds of thousands of people! Then the divine word came, 
and the Lord said to Moses: “Take the rod, and gather 
thou the assembly together, . . . and speak ye unto the rock 
before their eyes; and it shall give forth his water” 
(verse 8). 

And then, as we read on in the story, we find that 
Moses took the rod and called the congregation together 
and said to them: “Hear now, ye rebels; must we fetch 
you water out of this rock? And Moses lifted up his hand, 
and with his rod he smote the rock twice: and the water 
came out abundantly, and the congregation drank, and 
their beasts also” (verses 10, 11). 

Then came the divine decree, when the Lord said to 
Moses: “Because ye believed me not, to sanctify me in 
the eyes of the children of Israel, therefore ye shall not 
bring this congregation into the land which I have given 
them” (verse 12). 

Poor Moses! He was human. Like so many of us, he 
spoke “unadvisedly with his lips” (Psalms 106:33). Some- 
one says, “Well, Moses had enough to provoke him.” 
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Yes, he did indeed—more than enough—but that was no 
excuse to sin. “Ye rebels,” he said. Well, they were rebels; 
but it was God’s authority, not his, to say it. Even truth is 
not to be spoken in passion and impatience. “Must we 
fetch you water out of this rock?” Moses asked. Here he 
failed to give glory to God, who alone could give water 
in the wilderness; and by smiting the rock the second 
time, Moses took away the force of the lesson God had 
designed to teach. Christ is the Rock; and the rock, being 
a symbol of Christ, had been smitten once, as Christ was 
to be offered once. The second time it was necessary only 
to speak to the rock, as we too have only to ask for bless- 
ings in the name of Jesus. So you see, by smiting the rock 
twice, Moses ruined the symbolism of Christ. As it is 
written in Hebrews 10:12: “This man [that is, Christ}, 
after he had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat 
down on the right hand of God.” Even though Moses 
sinned in smiting the rock the second time, the water 
flowed forth, and the hosts of Israel were delivered. 


Soon the march began again in a long circuit around 
the land of the noncooperative Edomites, past their rela- 
tives, the Moabites and Ammonites, and on to battle and 
victory over the Amorites and over Og, the giant king of 
Bashan. At last they were on the very borders of Canaan. 
There they camped on the plains of Moab, with only 
the river Jordan between them and the Promised Land. 
We can only imagine how much Moses wanted to lead 
the march over the Jordan. He prayed about it and said, 
“I pray thee, let me go over, and see the good land that is 
beyond Jordan” (Deuteronomy 3:25). But what did the 
Lord say? No, he could not go. God said, “Speak no more 
unto me of this matter” (verse 26). Then He told Moses 
to go up to the top of Mount Pisgah—or rather, Mount 
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Nebo, which was a part of the Pisgah range—and look 
northward, westward, southward, and eastward, and behold 
the Promised Land; but he could not go over Jordan. Only 
a half-dozen miles more, and his feet would have trod 
the soil of Canaan, but it was too far—it was beyond 
God’s will. He had sinned, and along with the generation 
that had left Egypt he could not enter the land. 

Sin is sin, and God does not play favorites. He is “no 
respecter of persons” (Acts 10:34). In his life and death 
Moses teaches us that no transgression escapes its ap- 
propriate punishment. “The wages of sin is death” (Ro- 
mans 6:23). The loftiest saint does not escape the law 
of retribution, so Moses had to go up into Mount Nebo 
and die alone. After delivering that wonderful farewell 
address recorded in Deuteronomy 33, he turned from the 
congregation, and, as they watched in silence, he made his 
way up the mountainside. Alone upon that lofty height he 
beheld the land that he could not enter. And here is his 
epitaph, found in Deuteronomy 34:5, 6: “So Moses the 
servant of the Lord died there in the land of Moab, 
according to the word of the Lord. And he buried him in 
a valley in the land of Moab, over against Beth-peor: but 
no man knoweth of his sepulchre unto this day.” 


“By Nebo’s lonely mountain, 
On this side Jordan’s wave, 

In a vale in the land of Moab, 
There lies a lonely grave; 

And no man knows that sepulchre, 
And no man saw it eer; 

For the angels of God upturned the sod 
And laid the dead man there. 


“And had he not high honor? 
The hillside for a pall! 

To lie in state, while angels wait, 
With stars for tapers tall, < 
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And the dark rock-pines like tossing plumes, 
Over his bier to wave, 
And God’s own hand, in that lonely land, 
To lay him in his grave!” 
—CECIL FRANCES ALEXANDER 

But Moses did not remain in that grave long. It is 
written in Romans 5:14 that “death reigned from Adam 
to Moses.” The power of the grave had never been broken 
before the time of Moses, but there on the mountaintop 
God called Moses forth to an inheritance infinitely more 
glorious than the earthly Canaan. No, he couldn’t pass 
over the Jordan into the Promised Land with the hosts of 
Israel, but he soon arose from the dead and went over 
the river of death into the heavenly places with the hosts 
of angels. 

The days went by, as we count time on earth, and 
the sad world needed salvation. Then a babe was born in 
Bethlehem of Judea, in that very Promised Land that 
Moses had longed so much to enter. The Son of God grew 
to manhood and entered upon His divine ministry, but 
every step of His life was a step toward the cross. In 
preparation for the day of His supreme sacrifice He, too, 
climbed a mountain—not Mount Nebo, but an unnamed 
mountain—with His three disciples, Peter, James, and 
John. And there as He prayed during the shadows of the 
night, He was transfigured before them. We read the 
description of this wonderful event in the ninth chapter 
of Luke, verse 29 and onward: “And as he prayed, the 
fashion of his countenance was altered, and his raiment 
was white and glistering. And, behold, there talked with 
him two men, which were Moses and Elias: who appeared 
in glory, and spake of his decease which he should ac- 
complish at Jerusalem.” 

Fifteen centuries before, Moses had stood gazing out 
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upon the Land of Promise; but because of his sin at 
Meribah he was not allowed to enter—he couldn’t! The 
hope that for forty years had lighted up the darkness of the 
desert wanderings must be denied. But now, He who “is 
able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or 
think” (Ephesians 3:20) had in a measure answered His 
servant's prayer. Moses was with Gods Son in the Land 
of Promise there on the mountaintop at the transfiguration, 
and there he communed with Jesus concerning His ap- 
proaching death upon the cross. Yes, Moses was buried 
in a grave on Nebo’s lonely mountaintop, but he was not 
in that grave any more—not 


“In that strange grave without a name, 

Whence his uncoffin’d clay 

Shall break again—O wondrous thought! — 
Before the judgment day, 

And stand, with glory wrapped around, 
On the hills he never trod, 

And speak of the strife that won our life 
With the incarnate Son of God.” 


—CECIL FRANCES ALEXANDER 


Upon the mount of transfiguration, Moses, in his own 
experience, was a witness to Christ’s victory over sin and 
death; and he represented those who shall come forth 
from the grave at the resurrection of the just. Elijah had 
been translated to heaven without seeing death, and he 
represented those who will be living upon the earth at 
Christs second coming. So here we have an enacted 
prophecy of the kingdom of Christ and His glorious 
second advent, with Christ in glory as the coming King, 
Moses the representative of the risen saints, and Elijah 
the representative of the translated ones. 


Friends, let us learn from this story of Moses that sin 
is sin; that God’s law is immutable; but that, through 
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Christ’s atoning blood shed for us upon the cross—because 
of His decease which He accomplished at Jerusalem— 
God’s grace is greater than all our sin; that we may find 
forgiveness and eternal salvation in Him; that we, too, may 
share in the land of God’s eternal promise with the man 
who couldn’t, but did. 


CHAPTER FOUR 


She Mlan Who 
JSurned On the Light 


The story of the man who turned on 
the light is found in the seventh chapter of the book of 
Judges. He was not a great man, he was not a well-known 
man, but his household was distinguished for courage 
and integrity. Of his brothers it is said that “each one 
resembled the children of a king” (Judges 8:18). 


All but one of the brothers had fallen in the struggle 
against the Midianites, the heathen nation that was op- 
pressing the people of God. Gideon alone was left of the 
brothers, and to him came the divine call to deliver his 
nation from their enemies. When the call came he was 
engaged in threshing wheat. God usually calls busy people 
to work for Him. 


The Midianite host had covered the land. Gideon was 
threshing wheat in a secret place, out in a vineyard where 
no one would think to find him, because it wasn’t the time 
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for the grape harvest. Suddenly the angel of the Lord 
appeared to him and addressed him with the words, “The 
Lord is with thee, thou mighty man of valour” (Judges 
6:12). 

Then, of course, the question came from Gideon: “If 
the Lord be with us, why then is all this befallen us? and 
where be all his miracles which our fathers told us of 

.. ? but now the Lord hath forsaken us, and delivered us 
into the hands of the Midianites” (verse 13). 

The messenger of heaven replied, “Go in this thy 
might, and thou shalt save Israel . . . : have not I sent 
thee?” (verse 14). 

The nation of Israel had forsaken God. They were 
worshiping the heathen god Baal. As a result they had 
been forsaken by the Lord and victimized, tyrannized 
over, conquered by the Midianites, who also were wor- 
shipers of heathen gods. The first thing Gideon had to 
do was to restore the worship of God. He was instructed 
by the Lord to overthrow the altar of Baal and erect an 
altar to God and offer sacrifice upon it. This he did at 
once. Friends, before we can do any great work for the 
Lord, we must overthrow the idols in our lives and be 
ready to worship God in sincerity. 

So you see, the deliverance of Israel as a nation was 
preceded in point of time by a solemn protest against the 
worship of Baal. Gideon had to declare war upon idolatry 
before going out to battle with the enemies of his people. 

What followed after this is what will always follow 
when one obeys God in this way. First, it made trouble. 
The men of the city changed their attitude toward him. 
They were ready to kill him. Then, he received a changed 
name. His name was changed from Gideon to Jerubbaal, 
Baals antagonist. You know, it is a blessed thing to be 
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called a hater of false gods, an enemy of ignorance and 
superstition. It is quite a good thing for a man to get a 
new name when he becomes a new creature (Genesis 
32:28). Third, he was encouraged. The Scripture says, 
“The Spirit of the Lord came upon Gideon, and he blew 
a trumpet” (Judges 6:34). His fitness for the service of 
God was found only in the Spirit of God. Read the 
scripture for yourself. Thirty-two thousand men answered 
his call to help drive their enemies from the land. 

Convincing proof that the Spirit of God was leading 
Gideon, and not the blind workings of chance, is found 
in the three special miracles that were performed in 
connection with his call from God. First, the miracle of 
fire. When he brought the covenant angel an offering 
and placed it upon a stone, the angel touched it and fire 
broke forth from the stone and consumed the sacrifice. 
Then, the two miracles of the fleece. In answer to Gideon’s 
prayer, the fleece that he had put out overnight was wet 
with dew, but the earth around was dry. Then, the next 
night the fleece was dry, but the earth was wet with dew. 

And so, every servant of God may have this threefold 
witness. The fire of God will burn. He will see the 
evidence of God’s power working in hearts about him. 
Then, in his own heart, in his own life, he will see a 
twofold witness: God’s Spirit within and the special 
tokens of God’s workings without. So you see, prayer and 
providence go together in a call of God. 

But those who came to help Gideon were tested. 
Thirty-two thousand came, but there were too many. Had 
they won a great victory over the vast host of the enemy, 
they would have taken the honor to themselves. The 
Lord said, “The people that are with thee are too many” 
(Judges 7:2). According to human wisdom, they were not 
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enough—32,000 against 135,000, the number of the 
enemy. And yet that is God’s logic, “that no flesh should 
glory in his presence” (1 Corinthians 1:29). And it is 
“not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the 
Lord” (Zechariah 4:6). 

Next, the Lord instructed Gideon to obey the law of 
the land which called for an announcement to be made 
to every army on the eve of battle, that those who were 
fearful and fainthearted might leave. Of his 32,000 men, 
22,000 went home. How the heart of Gideon must have 
sunk when he saw this! 

But still there were too many, according to God's 
plan. So the Lord brought a second test. He said to Gideon: 
“The people are yet too many; bring them down unto 
the water, and I will try them for thee there” (Judges 
TA). 

The appeal was made then for God to try them. Poor 
Gideon! He couldnt try them this time. God would 
pass the wheat through His test, as it were. His fan was 
to drive away the chaff. It is one thing for us to try our- 
selves, and another thing for God to do it, “that no flesh 
should glory in his presence” (1 Corinthians 1:29), and 
“that the excellency of the power may be of God, and not 
of us” (2 Corinthians 4:7). Then God must try us. Or, as 
the psalmist prayed, “Search me, O God, .. . try me” 
(Psalms 139:23). 

So, as they went down past the little brook, going on 
toward the enemy, those who knelt down to drink were 
sent home. But there were three hundred who didn’t 
kneel. They simply reached down with their hands and 
drew the water up to their mouths, lapping it as they 
passed by. 

All were sent home who knelt down to drink, taking 
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it easy. Just three hundred men stayed with Gideon. 
What could so few do against so many? Nothing! It was 
what God could do that counted. 

Just then, that very night, the Lord gave Gideon a 
great encouragement. He directed him to go down in the 
darkness to the camp of the enemy. When he and his 
friend Phurah came near the edge of the great camp and 
looked out over the vast host, they heard two men talking 
inside a tent. One had had a dream, and he said, “Behold, 
I dreamed a dream, and, lo, a cake of barley bread tumbled 
into the host of Midian, and came unto a tent, and smote 
it that it fell, and overturned it, that the tent lay along” 
(Judges 7:13). 

Then the other man who was sitting there began to 
interpret the dream and said, “This is nothing else save 
the sword of Gideon” (verse 14). 

Well, when this trembling dreamer told his dream, 
the mighty power of God seemed to take hold of the 
hearer outside. As Gideon listened it gave him courage; 
he knew that God was working. He had been directed for 
a purpose to that very tent at the very moment when this 
man was telling his dream. The cake of barley, the bread 
of the Lord’s host, became the sword of the Lord in the 
camp of His enemies. “And it was so, when Gideon heard 
the telling of the dream, and the interpretation thereof, 
that he worshipped” (verse 15). 

God used this simple dream to encourage Gideon, and 
he must have needed courage, too. He went back to the 
three hundred, ready to encourage them. What did he do? 
He began to prepare them for the battle. Gideon was full 
of divine courage, and he said to the three hundred, 
“Arise; for the Lord hath delivered into your hand the 
host of Midian” (verse 15). 
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Notice the strange preparation for this battle: “He 
divided the three hundred men into three companies, and 
he put a trumpet in every man’s hand, with empty 
pitchers, and lamps within the pitchers” (verse 16). Then 
he said: “Look on me, and do likewise: . . . when I come 
to the outside of the camp, it shall be that, as I do, so shall 
ye do. When I blow with a trumpet, I and all that are 
with me, then blow ye the trumpets also on every side of 
all the camp and say, The sword of the Lord, and of 
Gideon” (verses 17, 18). 

Remember, it was pitch dark—midnight. These three 
hundred men took their positions about the camp in three 
companies, and suddenly they all blew their trumpets. 
The braying trumpets of battle sounded from all direc- 
tions. The invaders were awakened from their sleep. They 
thought a mighty host had surrounded them. Then the 
pitchers were broken, and the great crash only added to 
the din. The lights flashed on—the three hundred great 
torches waving all about them. The trumpets still were 
blowing. Then every man shouted, not “The sword of 
Gideon,” but “The sword of the Lord, and of Gideon” 
(verse 18). 

Friends, that’s what we need today, the glittering 
blade of God’s divine truth, which is mightier than all 
the powers of darkness. And what a victorious and blessed 
day it will be for God’s people when everywhere that 
unmistakable cry is given: “The sword of the Lord, and of 
His church!” They blew the trumpets; they broke the 
pitchers; they held the lamps; and they shouted—those 
four things. Every man had a trumpet, a pitcher, and a 
lamp. Every man’s faith was in the sword of the Lord. 
Every man sounded his trumpet as his own individual 
testimony, yet they all worked together. It was a united 


46 THE INDISPENSABLE MAN 


cry. The great battle was quickly won, and not one of the 
three hundred struck a blow. 

O friends, lips telling the gospel of Christ in Ese 
trumpet tones; the light and knowledge of God shining 
forth from broken hearts; Christ, the Word of God, 
uplifted—that’s what will stir the world. 

And it was a complete victory. They stood every man 
in his place about the camp, and all the host ran and 
cried and fled. They began to slay one another. They 
were driven entirely out of the land of Canaan. 

What was the source of this great triumph of the 
man who turned on the light? His men were united. 
They had not only unity but unison. They were obedient, 
and they were faithful. Every man stood in his place. 
But God gave them the victory. It wasn’t from man; 
it was from God. 

The people were anxious then to crown Gideon as 
their king, as we read in the eighth chapter and the 
twenty-second verse. So, friends, at last we may crown 
our Deliverer in that glorious day when we see the tokens 
of victory. 

The man who turned on the light in this battle was 
Gideon, but the man who turned on the light of the whole 
world is Jesus. In fact, He is the light of the world; He 
brings light to our hearts. And someday, by God’s grace, 
with that glorious company we shall bring forth the 
royal diadem and crown Him Lord of all. 

The world needs light. It has always needed light, but 
it needs it now more than ever before. The Word of God 
is light. “Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto 
my path,” we read in Psalms 119:105. And so every Chris- 
tian should be a lamplighter, a lamp holder. 

As in the case of Gideon, it is the responsibility of all 
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God's people to turn on the light. As the apostle says in 
Philippians 2:15, 16: “That ye may be blameless and 
harmless, the sons of God, without rebuke, in the midst of 
a crooked and perverse nation, among whom ye shine as 
lights in the world; holding forth the word of life.” 
That’s the way to shine—holding forth God’s Word—and 
it is the only way. 

As a boy I lived in a city where the lamplighter came 
around every night. He put his ladder up to each lamppost 
and lighted the gas lights. One could follow his progress 
down the streets as the lights came on. The whole aspect 
of the city was changed in a short time. Light is deadly to 
ghosts, goblins, germs, burglars, and racketeers. Light in 
a city is a policeman that never takes a bribe, never gets 
drunk, never goes to sleep on duty, never takes a vacation. 
Light is a savior to a city, and Jesus Christ is the light of 
the world, and His Word brings salvation. 

So let us not forget our duty to turn on the light. Let 
us tell others about Jesus Christ. Let us go forth with a 
united, obedient testimony. Let us be faithful and fearless 
for God as was Gideon, the man who turned on the light. 


CHAPTER FIVE 


She Man Who 
Heard God Whisper 


God speaks to men through the Holy 
Scriptures, through His created works in nature, and by 
the Holy Spirit. In the Divine Record we read that the 
voice of God was heard at times by groups of people and 
by individuals. For example, at the giving of the Ten 
Commandments on Mount Sinai and at the burning bush 
God spoke to Moses. 

Now we shall read in the Scriptures about a man who 
heard God whisper. If you have your Bible at hand, turn 
with us to 1 Kings 19:11, 12: “And, behold, the Lord 
passed by, and a great and strong wind rent the moun- 
tains, and brake in pieces the rocks before the Lord; but 
the Lord was not in the wind: and after the wind an 
earthquake; but the Lord was not in the earthquake: and 
after the earthquake a fire; but the Lord was not in the 
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fire: and after the fire a still small voice.” Or, as one ver- 
sion puts it, “the sound of a soft whisper.” 

What did God whisper to this man Elijah? It was a 
question, a question that probably was not easy for him to 
answer. “What doest thou here, Elijah?” (verse 13) was 
the question. This great prophet was actually running 
away from his job. He had resigned, but God had not 
accepted his resignation. He was not in the place where 
he could do his work, and this whisper reminded him of 
that fact. 

Not many days before, Elijah had stood for God on 
Mount Carmel against 850 priests of Baal, the sun god. 
Beautiful Queen Jezebel had led King Ahab and the 
nation of Israel into popular idolatry and had even tried 
to liquidate the worshipers of Jehovah. There was some- 
thing very modern about her. There at the Carmel altar 
God’s fire fell and settled Elijah’s battles against the 
= Baalite apostates. That was a mountain-peak experience, 
the greatest public victory of his life. 

Then came the reaction. Jezebel threatened to kill 
him within twenty-four hours. Instead of standing his 
ground Elijah left town in a hurry. The Scripture says: 
“He arose, and went for his life, and came to Beer-sheba, 
which belongeth to Judah, and left his servant there. But 
he himself went a day’s journey into the wilderness, and 
came and sat down under a juniper tree: and he requested 
for himself that he might die; and said, It is enough; now, 
O Lord, take away my life; for I am not better than my 
fathers” (1 Kings 19:3, 4). 

Here is utter discouragement. And how often we in 
these days find ourselves in the same condition! Weve 
tried so hard, we’ve done our best; and still; as we look 
over our lives, it seems that we did no better than our 
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ancestors. We haven't accomplished anything; the world 
is still the same. 

Poor Elijah was tired out. He had been at high tension 
for days, and his physical exertion had been extreme. He 
had looked death in the face. For a few hours he had 
lived in supreme spiritual exultation and had won a 
mighty victory over the opposition of king, priests, and 
people. Now came the reaction. He was physically and 
mentally exhausted, and had reached the very end of his 
endurance. 

The weary prophet lay down under a desert juniper 
tree and wanted to die. He even prayed to die. It’s good 
that God does not always give us what we ask. Elijah 
thought his work was done and that there was nothing 
more to live for. He didn’t know of the great deeds still 
to be done—the scene in Naboth’s vineyard, the parted 
Jordan, the chariot of fire, the mount of transfiguration. 
He wanted to die. But God knew what he needed was 
rest, sleep, and food. And there under the juniper tree 
Elijah found them at an angel’s hand. How blessed it is 
that God does not forsake us when we forsake ourselves— 
when we are tired, sick, blue, discouraged, sitting under 
the little juniper tree of our own private wilderness. In- 
stead, He sends His angel of mercy to minister His 
blessing to us. 

Many great men who have labored for righteousness 
and for God have had their moments of depression and 
apparent defeat. We remember the words of John the 
Baptist when, alone and in prison, he sent to Jesus and 
said, “Art thou he that should come, or do we look for 
another?” (Matthew 11:3). 

For an example outside the Bible, there is William 
Cowper, who, when he was appointed to a clerkship in 
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the House of Lords, worried so much about it and imag- 
ined so many terrors of an impending examination that 
his mind was deranged. He tried to take his life with 
laudanum. Then he decided to flee to France, change his 
religion, and find obscurity in a monastery. Next, back 
in England, he hired a coach and ordered the driver to take 
him to a wharf on the Thames, intending to throw himself 
into the river. But someone was unexpectedly there, so 
he drove away. Then, after two more attempts at self- 
destruction, in the last of which the breaking of a rope 
saved his life, he found rest and did some of his greatest 
work, including the hymn— 


“God moves in a mysterious way 
His wonders to perform; . . . 

Ye faithful saints, fresh courage take; 
The clouds ye so much dread 

Are big with mercy, and shall break 
In blessings on your head.” 


After his rest under the juniper tree Elijah went on 
still farther away from Queen Jezebel, into the deep 
desert. For forty days he went in the strength of the food 
God had given him. At last he arrived at Mount Horeb, 
where Moses had talked with God, and there he went into 
a cave, probably the same “cleft of the rock” in which 
Moses was hidden when the Lord passed by him and 
proclaimed His name (Exodus 33:22). Elijah re-enacted 
in his own experience the leading of Israel through the 
wilderness for forty years, each day for a year. Trial and 
test were common to both events. The food the angel 
brought him, and that lasted for the whole time, cor- 
responded to the manna. Alone in that desert cave he 
must have felt as did Jeremiah when his message from 
God was rejected by those who heard it. “Oh that I had 
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in the wilderness a lodging place of wayfaring men; that 
I might leave my people, and go from them! . . . They are 
not valiant for the truth upon the earth; for they proceed 
from evil to evil” (Jeremiah 9:2, 3). 

But we read that the Lord came to Elijah there in that 
lonely cave and asked him, “What doest thou here, Elijah?” 
Friends, there is no place where we can go to be out of 
the reach of God’s eye, His arm, and His Word. As we 
read in Psalms 139:7-11: “Whither shall I go from thy 
Spirit? or whither shall I flee from thy presence? If I 
ascend up into heaven, thou art there: if I make my bed 
in hell, behold, thou art there. If I take the wings of the 
morning, and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea; even 
there shall thy hand lead me, and thy right hand shall hold 
me. If I say, Surely the darkness shall cover me; even the 
night shall be light about me.” 

So God found Elijah and said, “What are you doing 
here in this cave?” When God sent him into retirement 
at Sarepta, he was a blessing to the poor widow; but there 
was no opportunity for doing good in the cave. Was that 
the place for a prophet when the people needed his 
message? But Elijah answered: “I have been very jealous 
for the Lord God of hosts: because the children of Israel 
have forsaken thy covenant, thrown down thine altars, 
and slain thy prophets with the sword; and I, even I 
only, am left; and they seek my life, to take it away” (1 
Kings 19:14). 

He thought he was the only man left who served 
God, and that the enemies of God were trying to kill 
him. He felt that there was nothing more he could do, 
that all effort for the godless people was useless. Then 
God called Elijah to come out of the cave. “Go forth,” He 
said; and as he stood there a strong wind rent the moun- 
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tains and broke the rocks in pieces, but the Lord was not 
in the wind. Then an earthquake came and shook the 
mountains themselves. After the earthquake there was a 
fire, but the Lord was not in the fire. 

Then the prophet heard a soft voice whisper, “What 
doest thou here, Elijah?” The mountain-rending wind did 
not make Elijah cover his face. The fearful earthquake 
did not do it, nor did the eruption of fire, but the soft 
whisper did. God made His servant know His will to go 
back into His service by a whisper soft and low. As one 
afraid to look upon the glory of God, Elijah wrapped his 
face in his mantle. The angels cover their faces before 
God as an act of reverence (Isaiah 6:2). When, about 
five hundred years before, God manifested Himself to 
Moses in this same mountain, there was a tempest, an 
earthquake, and a fire (Exodus 19:18; Hebrews 12:18). 
But when God showed Moses His glory, He proclaimed 
His goodness (Exodus 33:19). God’s goodness is His 
glory. 

So to Elijah, after the storm, earthquake, and fire, God 
spoke in the still small voice. Elijah received his orders 
from God for a still greater work than he had ever done 
before. He must go back to duty and service. He must 
revive the commandments of God among the people. His 
faith was revived. And so faith comes to us, too, by hear- 
ing the Word of God (Romans 10:17). We must in 
these latter times call men to that Word. The gospel of 
Christ, which began with the spirit and power of Elijah, 
will end with that same power. 

“The kingdom of God comes not with outward show. 
It comes through the gentleness of the inspiration of 
His word, through the inward working of His Spirit, 
the fellowship of the soul with Him who is its life. The 
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greatest manifestation of its power is seen in human 
nature brought to the perfection of the character of 
Christ." 一 ELLEN G. WHITE, The Ministry of Healing, 
p. 36. 

And notice this: Elijah was to appoint three men 
to fulfill God’s purposes of judgment toward Israel: 
Hazael, Jehu, and Elisha. These three men brought judg- 
ment to Queen Jezebel, to Ahab, and to the nation—the 
nation from which Elijah had fled in despair. Elisha also 
brought blessing to the remnant of God’s people, to the 
faithful ones who had kept the light of truth and faith 
burning in a dark time. 

So the prophecies of Holy Scripture indicate that 
God will have a threefold message on earth in the last 
days of spiritual darkness and gospel rejection—a mes- 
sage proclaiming the hour of God’s judgment come, the 
fall of spiritual Babylon, and the call to the faithful 
remnant who “keep the commandments of God, and the 
faith of Jesus” (Revelation 14:6-12). 

After giving him his work, God whispered something 
else to the man at the door of the cave. He said (and 
this must have surprised Elijah), “Yet I have left me 
seven thousand in Israel, all the knees which have not 
bowed unto Baal, and every mouth which hath not kissed 
him” (1 Kings 19:18). 

As someone has said: 

“What strange work Elijah would have done in num- 
bering Israel at the time when God’s judgments were 
falling upon the backsliding people! He could count only 
one on the Lord’s side. But when he said, ‘J, even I only, 
am left; and they seek my life’ the word of the Lord 
surprised him, “Yet I have left me seven thousand in 
Israel, all the knees which have not bowed unto Baal.’ 
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“Then let no man attempt to number Israel today, but 
let everyone have a heart of flesh, a heart of tender 
sympathy, a heart that, like the heart of Christ, reaches 
out for the salvation of a lost world.”—Prophets and 
Kings, p. 189. 

You know, dear friends, the clouds may sometimes 
hide the sunshine in life. In fact, they often do. But we 
may always have a radiant inward life. And in the far 
land of trial and tribulation—yes, even in the cave of 
discouragement—we may hear the voice of God in our 
heart. As the prophet Isaiah says: “And thine ear shall 
hear a word behind thee, saying, This is the way, walk ye 
in it, when ye turn to the right hand, and when ye turn 
to the left” (Isaiah 30:21). Faith in Christ as our Saviour 
will keep us to the end. 

Eisleben is just a little town, but one of the most 
interesting in the world. At one end of the town, in a 
house which was then an inn, Martin Luther was born 
on a November night in 1483. At the other end of the 
town stands the inn in which he died. It is a strange 
coincidence that one of the greatest men of the last ten 
centuries should have been born in an inn and also have 
died in one. Luther had come to Eisleben to reconcile 
two brothers. He spent the last days of his life working 
for Christ. On the night of February 18, 1546, he awoke 
in great pain and cried out: “Lord God, how I suffer! I 
believe I am going to remain here in Eisleben, where I 
was born and baptized.” Then he sank into a stupor. 
Later, a friend aroused him by asking, “Reverend Father, 
do you stand firm for Christ and the doctrines you have 
preached?” He barely whispered, “Yes.” Then those im- 
pressive eyes, which had opened for the first time sixty- 
three years before in that same town, closed for the last 
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time, and Luther was at rest. But his faith had sustained 
him. 
| And so also to Elijah came the word of God, which 
sustained him through everything. Out of his black dis- 
couragement Elijah came back into the light of faith and 
obedience when he heard the divine whisper. True, all 
the visible prospects were against him, but God was for 
him and God’s word had come to him. So he went on to 
Jezreel and to Jordan and to the chariot of fire. No, he did 
not die under the juniper tree as he had prayed to do, nor 
in the cave, nor by the hand of Jezebel or the prophets 
of Baal. He never died at all. He kept on living; he’s 
living now. Elijah was translated, that he should not see 
death. 

Friend, can you not draw encouragement and teaching 
from this man of God? God has a place for you; He has a 
work for you. Are you in that place, and are you doing 
that work? If not, will you not listen to the still small 
voice of God’s Spirit in your heart? Will you not now 
listen to His Word and look to the Lord Jesus Christ for 
salvation? Repent and obey His divine Word. Now is the 
time. This is the hour to start. May God help you to go 
forward in the way of faith as did Elijah, the man who 
heard God whisper. 


CHAPTER . SIX 


She Man Who 
Wouldnt Look Up 


Do you see that man with a rake in 
his hand, an old muckrake? He gives his whole attention 
to the straws and sticks and dust. He is interested in muck. 
He is a specialist in garbage. Above his head stands a 
bright Being with a celestial crown in His hand. This 
beautiful crown He offers to the man with the muckrake, 
but he won’t look up. He is more interested in mud than 
in majesty. He has looked down for so long that he can’t, 
or won't, look up. So he misses the crown. He doesn’t 
believe in it; he won't look up. 

John Bunyan, who tells this story of the man with the 
muckrake in his Pélgrim’s Progress—which, by the way, 
he wrote while he was in jail at Bedford—says that it 
describes some people who consider heaven only a fable 
and things here on earth the only real things; in other 
words, those who won't look up. He pictures people who 
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look down at the dust and dirt of this world so long that 
they forget that there is something better in another 
direction. They scratch around with their little muckrakes 
and never look up to the glory and peace of heaven. They 
need to turn from the clod to God. 

But in the Gospel of St. Luke we read of another 
man who wouldn’t look up. It is one of the stories that 
Jesus told, and is found in Luke 18:9-14: 

“And he spake this parable unto certain which trusted 
in themselves that they were righteous, and despised 
others: Two men went up into the temple to pray; the 
one a Pharisee, and the other a publican. The Pharisee 
stood and prayed thus with himself, God, I thank thee, 
that I am not as other men are, extortioners, unjust, 
adulterers, or even as this publican. I fast twice in the 
week, I give tithes of all that I possess. And the publican, 
standing afar off, would not lift up so much as his eyes 
unto heaven, but smote upon his breast, saying, God be. 
merciful to me a sinner. I tell you, this man went down 
to his house justified rather than the other: for every one 
that exalteth himself shall be abased; and he that humbleth 
himself shall be exalted.” 

How vivid this picture is! We can almost see these 
two men: the Pharisee, popular as a patriot and church- 
man, very particular in the outward forms of religion; 
and the publican, an unpopular tax collector, who recog- 
nizes his own great need. 

In our text we have the righteousness of the scribes 
and Pharisees described by a Pharisee himself. It con- 
sisted of doing two things: First, not harming others; 
second, attending to all the ordinances of God then 
established. Notice, this praying Pharisee did no harm to 
others. Let us give him due credit for that. We must not 
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make him worse than he was. At least on the negative 
side, he obeyed the golden rule. 

Must we not admit that many who call themselves 
Christians today are not half so good as this Pharisee? 
And yet, he was far from the kingdom of God. He ob- 
served the ordinances of religion. He fasted twice in the 
week—on Mondays and Thursdays. These fasts were 
instituted in remembrance of Moses’ receiving the law of 
God. It was believed that he went up into Mount Sinai 
on the fifth day and came back down with the two tables 
of stone on the second day. God had not appointed these 
two fast days, but the church authorities had; so he ob- 
served them. You see, this Pharisee was a religious man. 
Yes, he went to the Temple, and he went there to pray. 

The Pharisee was also faithful in tithe paying. The 
tithe is the tenth of man’s net income, or profit. The 
Scriptures tell us that Abraham paid tithe, and so did 
Jacob. Tithe paying was also part of the sanctuary system 
of Israel, as ordained by the Lord. Our Saviour Himself 
said that it ought to be done (Matthew 23:23). The tithe 
is to be used for the support of God’s work in the world. 
In the third chapter of Malachi, verses 8-12, we read that if 
we keep the holy tithe and use it for our own needs, we 
are really robbing God. So the Pharisee did right in paying 
tithe. In this he is a good example to some of us. If all 
Christians were faithful in supporting their holy religion 
with tithes and offerings, there would be no financial 
problem in the church today. All the young people could 
have a Christian education, and the gospel would quickly 
go to all the world. 

Yes, we could learn something from this Pharisee. 
But, in spite of the good things that he did—his prayers, 
his forms of religious worship, his faithful tithe paying— 
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he was not justified before God, according to the words of 
our Saviour. He did not trust in God for his salvation. He 
really trusted in himself. He was infected with the most 
incurable of all diseases—he was a victim of spiritual. 
pride. He compared himself, not with God’s holy require- 
ments, but with other men. Spiritual pride always makes 
us depreciate others; for the worse they are, the better we 
are by comparison. Our goodness is emphasized by their 
badness. “God, I thank thee, that I am not as other men,” 
was the prayer of the Pharisee. 

Some folks are proud of race, some of pisa some of 
face, and some of grace. Some are even proud of their 
humility; that is, they are proud that they are not proud! 
The Pharisee was proud that he was good. But Solomon 
said, “Before honour is humility” (Proverbs 15:33). And 
Jesus said, “He that humbleth himself shall be exalted” 
(Luke 18:14). 

It is true that this man did give God credit for the 
difference between himself and other men. We must say 
that for him. But this was not enough. God’s restraining 
grace must not be put in the place of the great atonement. 
He also was a sinner, as was the publican. He needed the 
atoning blood. All the Temple sacrifices he supported so 
well taught that. 

We read the words of the apostle Paul in Romans 
3:23: “For all have sinned, and come short of the glory 
of God.” Yes, all have sinned, even the Pharisee who 
thought that he was a credit to God. Yes, even you and I. 
We all need the forgiving, atoning grace of God. We 
need to be saved. 

Isnt it strange how the human mind is sometimes 
perverted until it attempts to make God our debtor by the 
very blessing which His mercy has conferred upon us? 
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This Pharisee exalted his own righteousness and seemed 
to forget the great truth that the sacrifices of the Temple 
should have taught him. But “without shedding of blood 
is no remission” (Hebrews 9:22). In those sacrifices we 
must see what Jesus did for us upon the cross. We must 
have a righteousness superior to that of the scribes and 
Pharisees. We must humble ourselves before God. We 
must take refuge in the blood of the cross, which they did 
not. Jesus Himself said, “Except your righteousness shall 
exceed the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye 
shall in no case enter into the kingdom of heaven” (Mat- 
thew 5:20). 

But what about the other man? He believed in 
prayer, too. Like the Pharisee, the publican went up to the 
Temple; but because he felt so unworthy, he stood “afar 
off.” That was the way he felt about it. But by standing 
afar off he was getting near to God. We read it here in 
so many words, in Psalms 34:18: “The Lord is nigh unto 
them that are of a broken heart; and saveth such as be of 
a contrite spirit.” 

And it is written in Isaiah 57:15: “For thus saith the 
high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, whose name 
is Holy; I dwell in the high and holy place, with him also 
that is of a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the heart 
of the contrite ones.” 

As this publican, under condemnation for his sins, 
came into the Temple and began to pray, he kept smiting 
upon his breast in token of his grief over the sins he had 
committed. He spared not himself that God might spare 
him. He accused himself that God might excuse him. 
He punished himself that God might deliver him. Then 
he prayed that mighty prayer, which is always answered, 
“God be merciful to me a sinner.” The actual meaning of 
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these words is, “God be merciful to me (that is, be 
propitiated toward me) through sacrifice.” Or, “Let an 
atonement be made for me—me, a sinner’—as if he 
should say, “If ever there was a sinner, I am he.” 

These are almost the exact words of the apostle Paul 
when he said, “Christ Jesus came into the world to save 
sinners; of whom I am chief” (1 Timothy 1:15). And 
Jesus declared, as we read in Luke 18:14: “I tell you, this 
man went down to his house justified rather than the 
other: for every one that exalteth himself shall be abased; 
and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted.” This is 
the great law of the kingdom of heaven. But how few 
are willing to humble themselves, to admit their need of 
God’s forgiveness! How few in this our day pray the 
publican’s prayer! 

Friend, if you are unsatisfied with your part in present 
conditions, why not do what the publican did? Why not 
start praying, really praying the prayer that he prayed: 
“God be merciful to me a sinner”? That means to recog- 
nize God’s authority over your life. It means to recognize 
His willingness to forgive. It means to accept God’s way to 
salvation and spiritual peace. Nothing less than the 
atonement of the cross will suffice. Let me tell you, 
friend, no matter how you may attempt to rationalize your 
rejection of God’s way, you will never have peace until 
you are reconciled to Him. God is offering pardon to you. 
Why not take it? 

Years ago there was a young musician in the court of 
Hannover in Germany who liked to play martial music 
at the head of the troops. But when war came on and he 
had to lie in the trenches all night, he deserted and fled 
to England. Well, it is a very serious thing for a soldier 
to desert; in fact, he usually receives the death penalty. 
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But this man wasn’t caught. Years went by, and finally in 
his adopted country he became a great organist. Then, 
later on, he became a famous astronomer. With infinite 
pains he made a successful telescope and scanned the 
heavens night after night, until finally he actually dis- 
covered a new planet. He received the applause of the 
world. He was sent for by the king. But when he went to 
Windsor Castle he found that the king of England was 
George of Hannover, the sovereign to whom his life was 
forfeited because of his desertion from the army years 
before. The king recognized him, too, and before he would 
see him, he requested him to open a sealed envelope 
containing a royal communication. Well, of course, the 
astronomer wondered what was in it. He opened it, and 
what do you suppose it contained? His pardon as a 
deserter! “Now,” the king said, “we can talk. You shall 
come up and live at the palace, and be Sir William 
Herschel.” 

How like God’s pardoning of the sinner! He forgives 
us before He exalts us. And He honors us, not only in 
forgiving us, but in making us the sons of God. 

Friend, Christ can help you. Have no fear! He offered 
up His broken body to give men another trial. 

“Wherefore he is able also to save them to the utter- 
most that come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to 
make intercession for them” (Hebrews 7:25). No man 
has sunk so far into sin but that Christ can lift him up if 
he will but come repenting and confessing. 

Several years ago the mayor of Boston let his beard 
grow, dressed in old clothes, and went out to see how the 
other half of the world lived. He scouted through the 
slums of the city and took a night’s lodging in a cheap 
boardinghouse where he had to chop wood for his bed and 
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breakfast. He tried, but he wasn’t used to such work. 
Finally a young man stepped up to him and said, “Give 
me that ax, mister. You don’t know how to swing an ax.” 

When the young man had finished chopping the 
wood the mayor said to him, “Here is my card, son. Call 
on me this afternoon and IIl give you a job.” 

The young man looked at the card and said to him- 
self: “Poor man, he’s crazy! He thinks he is the mayor.” 
Then, out of curiosity, he went that afternoon to the 
address given, and, to his great surprise, was ushered into 
the mayor's office. He was given a job, too, with the 
exhortation, “Now keep still and don’t tell anyone about 
this.” But he did tell it, and the city newspapers came 
out with big headlines, “Greatest Social Stoop in the 
World!” 

Yet that stoop was nothing compared with the stoop 
our blessed Lord accomplished when He became our 
Saviour. From the glory of heaven, He stooped to human 
nature, lower: still to death—yes, even the death of the 
cross. He died for you there. That was the greatest stoop, 
not only of human history, but of all time and of all 
eternity—the stoop that made Him our only and all- 
sufficient Saviour and Holy Redeemer. Will you not 
accept Him as your Saviour now while we pray for you? 
Will you not now, under the conviction of God’s Holy 
Spirit, come to Him just as you are, with this prayer of 
the man who wouldn't look up? 


CHAPTER SEVEN 


She Mlan Who 
Cried Out Loud 


How strange is human fame! Many 
of the great men in the world have been forgotten. You 
will remember that the apostle Paul once spoke to some 
philosophers on Mars’ Hill in Athens. But the name of 
every one of those distinguished men who graced his 
congregation has been forgotten save one who believed 
in Christ, and a woman named Damaris. Only these two 
have been remembered, and their names have been im- 
mortalized because they heard Paul preach, and found rest 
in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

This is really a parable of life. It is identity with 
Christ that gives us a place in eternity. It is by believing 
in Him and belonging to Him that we are immortalized 
as far as our life’s record is concerned, and also actually 
in His kingdom. And so the subject of our sermon, “The 
Man Who Cried Out Loud,’ would never have been 
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known in history—he would have been forgotten, as have 
the millions before him and after him—had it not been 
that he knew Jesus. 

This man was a poor fisherman who lived by the 
Sea of Galilee in Palestine, and he with ten other 
Galileans became a disciple of Jesus. His name was 
Simon (John 1:42). His brother Andrew brought him to 
Christ by his testimony and by his influence. Jesus saw 
him and said, “Thy name will be changed. Thou shalt be 
called rock.” Notice, “Thou shalt be called.” The time 
would come when the word “rock” would describe his 
character. He needed firmness, strength, stability; and 
these elements were promised to be his in the future. He 
would receive them through Christ in discipleship. 

So Peter’s conversion led first to consecration and 
then to character. He had a prominent place among the 
disciples. In fact, he is always mentioned first when the 
list of the twelve apostles is given. 

After a period of discipleship with Jesus, Simon seems 
to have returned to Galilee (Luke 5:3-6) and back to 
his ordinary work of fishing. Then came a second stage of 
his experience, involving a call from ordinary discipleship 
to special ministry, as we read in Matthew 4:18 and other 
places. You will remember that a great miracle was per- 
formed there at the sea when Jesus told this fisherman 
to cast his net on the other side of the boat in broad 
daylight; and, contrary to all fishing experience, a great 
catch of fish resulted. Then Peter, with others, left all and 
followed Him. The old life, the old work, the old associ- 
ates, were left for a new life and service with Christ. 
Today these humble fishermen are known all over the 
world as the apostles of Christ. Not only are their names 
found on the pages of history, but they are inscribed 
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upon the foundations of the New Jerusalem and will be 
immortalized through all eternity. 

When Jesus chose twelve of His disciples to become 
apostles Peter was named first. First discipleship, then 
ministry, then apostleship. (See Luke 6:13-16.) Christ 
had been working almost alone. Now His work was 
growing, and He needed these associates. Of the twelve 
apostles, eleven were from Galilee and only one, Judas 
Iscariot, was from Judea. Four of the apostles were fisher- 
men. At least two pairs of brothers were called, and one 
pair of friends. 

In Mark 3:14 we see the twofold purpose of this 
appointment of twelve apostles. First, that they might be 
with Jesus for fellowship; and second, that He might 
send them forth for service. The second, of course, de- 
pends upon the first. We cannot go forth in the service 
of God until we have fellowship with Him. We must 
abide in Christ before we can work for Him. Work is 
the proof and expression of fellowship. 

Peter was present at most of the great events in the 
life of Christ and was often the spokesman for the dis- 
ciples—for instance, when the woman was healed, as we 
read in Luke 8:45. You remember that when the crowd 
pressed upon Him, Jesus said, “Somebody has touched 
me.” He recognized the touch of faith. It was Peter who 
spoke at that time, expressing surprise that in such a 
crowd Christ should ask, “Who touched me?” But he 
learned a great lesson here. 

Peter was present also at the raising of Jairus’ daugh- 
ter, as we read in Luke 8:51. Peter and James and John 
went into the room where the little twelve-year-old girl 
lay dead. Then, you remember, Jesus said to her, “Talitha 
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cumi,” which means, “Damsel, . . . arise” (Mark 5:41). 
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Turning now to the Gospel of John, chapter 6, verses 
1-14, we read of the only miracle that is recorded by all 
the evangelists. It was the turning point in Christ’s life, 
the feeding of the five thousand, which led to the great 
attempt to make Him king by force. Peter was present 
on that occasion. Notice what resulted afterward. When 
the disciples were together Jesus explained His work. He 
showed them that His was a spiritual kingdom, that He 
was the bread of life. Then as some of His disciples 
forsook Him, you notice that a great discussion took 
place, later dissatisfaction, then dissension, and finally 
defection. But out of it all came the crowning result, 
which was devotion. Jesus asked the twelve, “Will ye 
also go away?” And Simon Peter, answering for them all, 
said, “Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast the words of 
eternal life. And we believe and are sure that thou art 
that Christ, the Son of the living God” (verses 68, 69). 

Then another step in the experience of this man of 
God, Simon Peter, came when Jesus asked His disciples 
who they thought He was (Matthew 16:13-20). This was 
a landmark in Peter’s experience, and again answering 
for the others, he declared, “Thou art the Christ, the Son 
of the living God.” This is the great confession upon 
which Christs church is built. Jesus answered Peter: 
“Flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my 
Father which is in heaven” (verse 17). In other words, 
this was a divine revelation. 

On this confession of the Messiahship and divinity of 
Christ, the church of Christ is built. This is “my church,” 
Jesus said. This is the first time the word “church” was 
used by our Lord. Note, too, that He said, “I will build 一 
something in the future. But He did not begin this work 
until Pentecost. He also said, “The gates of hell [or the 
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grave} shall not prevail against it’—that is, shall not 
keep back, or retain, any of Christ’s followers. Gates, of 
course, do not fight; they only open and shut. So our 
Lord here promises that not one of His followers shall be 
kept back from Him by the power of the grave. In Reve- 
lation 1:18 (A.R.V.) He says, “I have the keys of death 
and of Hades [or the grave}.” 

Surely after such great blessing, such great privilege, 
such great recognition, as Simon Peter had, he would 
always be faithful. But, friends, after every great blessing 
comes great testing; after great privilege comes great 
discipline. And so it was with Peter. He who had been 
the spokesman for the twelve apostles, he who had been 
with the Lord Jesus on the mount of transfiguration and 
had beheld Him in glory there with Moses and Elijah, 
must also go through a dark valley. He must be tested. 
He must learn his own weakness. He must learn not to 
trust his own strength. He must learn that Jesus knew 
more about him than he knew about himself. 

We come now to the upper room, where, in that 
solemn hour when Jesus said, “One of you shall betray 
me,” Peter with the rest asked, “Lord, is it I?” (Matthew 
26:21, 22). And when He told them that He would 
soon be betrayed by one of the twelve, Peter said—and 
he evidently meant it when he said it—“Lord, I will go 
with Thee, I will never forsake Thee. I will go with Thee 
to prison and to death.” He was even willing to die for 
Christ. He said, “I will lay down my life, I will die for 
Thee.” But soon after—in fact, the very same evening 
—he went to sleep in the Garden of Gethsemane along 
with the other disciples while his Lord was going through 
His great agony. Jesus came to His disciples and asked, 
“Could ye not watch with me one hour? Simon, sleepest 
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thou?” as though He were saying, “After all you have 
protested, are you asleep?” “Watch ye and pray,” He said, 
“lest ye enter into temptation” (Mark 14:38). 

Finally, when the mob came, Peter was really reckless. 
He drew his sword, you remember, willing to fight. In fact, 
he cut off the ear of one of the servants of the high priest. 
He was reckless, but resistance failed. What could he do? 
And so, when all the disciples forsook Christ and fled, we 
find that Peter followed Him—but he followed “afar off.” 

In spite of Peter’s protestations of faithfulness, Jesus 
warned him that before the cock would crow the second 
time in the morning he would deny Him three times 
(Mark 14:30). Peter didn’t believe that. He was self- 
sufficient. He had only a partial knowledge, and he was 
spiritually negligent, sleeping there in Gethsemane. And 
then he followed afar off, as we read in Matthew 26:58. 
He finally went on into the house of the high priest, 
where Christ was under trial. But he tried to act as though 
he had no connection with Jesus. There were really three 
stages of his denial: First, was evasion; then oaths; then 
passion. Three times he denied that he was a follower of 
Christ. Second, he denied that he knew Him; and third, 
that he had had anything whatever to do with Jesus. Peter 
thought to save himself without hurting Christ. He was 
selfish, weak, and wicked, but not apostate. That’s the 
difference between him and Judas. Judas thought of the 
consequence of his sin, and so suffered remorse, which 
led to despair. Peter thought of the sin itself, and so was 
led to repentance and hope. 

Someone has said that Satan tripped Peter, but trapped 
Judas. Read the beautiful, the sorrowful, the glorious 
story in the twenty-second chapter of Luke. When Peter 
denied his Lord the third time, suddenly the cock crew. 
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That’s in the sixtieth verse. Then in the sixty-first verse, 
we read, “And the Lord turned, and looked upon Peter.” 
Can you imagine that wonderful look of Jesus—a look, not 
of hatred, not of revenge, but of pity and forgiving love? 
“And Peter remembered the word of the Lord, how he 
had said unto him, Before the cock crow, thou shalt deny 
me thrice. And Peter went out, and wept bitterly” (verses 
G1, 62). 

Some translations say that he “cried out loud.” While 
those degrading oaths were still fresh upon Peter’s lips, 
the sight of that pale, suffering face of Jesus, that look of 
compassion and forgiveness, pierced his heart like an 
arrow. A tide of memories rushed over him. He recalled 
the Saviour’s tender mercy and patience, His words to 
him just a little while before: “Simon, behold, Satan hath 
desired to have you, that he may sift you as wheat: but 
I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not” (verses 
Fl, 92) 

Then Peter fled from the hall, and there in the 
solitude and darkness—for he wished to be alone—he 
“cried out loud.” He wept and agonized in prayer, and 
there Peter came back to Christ. 

It was in sleeping when Jesus bade him watch and 
pray that Peter had prepared the way for his great sin. 
And so, friends, we have a lesson here from the experience 
of the man who cried out loud, and we need to learn 
that lesson. We must not be like Judas, who went to 
despair and remorse and took his own life in hopelessness; 
but like Peter, who repented of his sin and found the 
forgiving mercies of God and became a worker for Him, 
proclaiming the grace of Christ to the world. Judas went 
and hanged himself, but Peter went to Pentecost. What 
a difference! 
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The raven that came out of the darkness into the 
chamber of Edgar Allan Poe and kept repeating “Never- 
more!” was the symbol of remorse. 

“And the lamp-light o’er him streaming, 
throws his shadow on the floor: 
And my soul from out that shadow 


that lies floating on the floor 
Shall be lifted—nevermore!”’ 


Yes, friend, the shadow that conscience casts on the 
soul when it brings in the picture of sin is never removed 
from the soul—never, until man turns to Christ. O my 
troubled friend, only in Christ will you find deliverance, 
only by Him will the shadow be lifted. When that hap- 
pens, it will not be “nevermore,” but His glorious peace 
forevermore. 

Peter was forgiven because he experienced heartbroken 
repentance. He was completely sorry for his sins, not 
that he was caught. He was sorry, not only for the effect 
of his sin, but for the sin itself. 

Friend, if your life and all your plans and hopes have 
fallen about you; if you seem to have met complete failure, 
and all the future looks dark, there’s hope for you in 
Christ. Turn to Him as Peter did. You cannot have gone 
farther in your rejection, your denial, in blasphemous 
repudiation of Jesus, than Peter went. And as he was 
restored through grace, so may you be. 

A certain town in England had been bombed one 
night by the German Luftwaffe. And when the workers 
were Clearing away the debris in the days that followed, 
they found on top of a pile of rubbish a sailor’s prayer book 
opened to the twenty-seventh psalm. The thirteenth verse 
was marked: “I had fainted, unless I had believed to see 
the goodness of the Lord in the land of the living.” This 
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incident was publicized widely in Britain at the time, for 
it seemed to show the secret of endurance of that nation 
during the worst days of her trial and affliction. 

The victory is not won by air fleets and armies. The 
victory of life must be won through faith, through re- 
pentance and turning back to God. And so, friend, do not 
faint. Have faith in God! The Christ who could forgive 
and love Peter and make him a great tower of strength 
in the service of the Lord will do the same for you and 
for me. Oh, be the man who cried out loud! Be the man 
who sorrows for sin. Be the man who repents with strong 
crying and tears, and you will be heard. Sincerity, whole- 
heartedness in forsaking the wrong and turning to God, 
is what the Lord is looking for. 

My dear friends, let us come back to hope, back to 
trust, back to prayer, back to faith, back to the Bible, back 
to Christ, back to the cross, back to salvation. Be like the 
man who cried out loud, and find in Jesus a forgiving 
Saviour, who will love you and guide you and keep you 
forevermore. 


CHAPTER EIGHT 


She Man Who 
Put Down the ITloney 


Just suppose, friends, that we might 
be carried away, like the apostle John, to a great and high 
mountain and see in vision that Holy City, the New 
Jerusalem, whose builder and maker is God. Around that 
beautiful city, as around the earthly Jerusalem, there is a 
wall great and high. In the wall are twelve gates—north, 
east, south, west. There on each side are the gates, each 
one a gigantic pearl; and at every gate, one of the great 
angels. On the gates we see written the names of the 
twelve tribes of the children of Israel, from Reuben to 
Benjamin. 

As we look on this city of our dreams we see that it 
rests upon twelve foundations, and on each foundation 
shines the name of one of the twelve apostles of the 
Lamb. As we walk around this city “never built with 
hands, nor hoary with the years of time,” we are thrilled 
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with the beauty and splendor of it. As we pass the gates 
ajar we glance within and see thousands of those glorious 
ones who, through the victory of the cross, now rejoice in 
eternal youth and everlasting health as they move in 
shining procession toward the great white throne, and— 
“the glory of God like a molten sea, 
Bathes the immortal company.” 

As we walk on around the city we read the names that 
are written on the twelve foundation stones—Peter, 
James, John, and all the others. But one name is missing. 
We look for that name, but it is not there. It is not on the 
gates, nor on the twelve foundation stones. The name of 
Judas is not there! And we ask why. 

Let us think, friends, of the night of the first Com- 
munion supper, the night of betrayal, the darkest night 
this world has ever known. Jesus, the world’s Redeemer, 
was in the upper room in old Jerusalem. With the twelve 
apostles He celebrated there the ancient Passover service, 
which, through all the centuries since the children of 
Israel left Egypt, had pointed to this very time. The apostle 
Paul declared, “Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us” 
(1 Corinthians 5:7). Jesus Himself was the true Passover 
lamb. 

Our Saviour arose from the Passover feast and, as a 
servant, washed the disciples’ feet. Judas had already 
planned with the enemies of Christ to betray Him. Jesus 
knew this, yet He, the Lord of glory, One equal with God, 
washed the feet of His betrayer. What a mighty appeal 
this was to Judas! 

There in the upper room the Saviour said to His 
disciples, “One of you shall betray me” (John 13:21). 
Then they were filled with amazement. Who could do 
such a thing? They did not suspect Judas. Fear and self- 
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distrust seized them. They began to search their own 
hearts. One after another with painful emotion asked, 
“Lord, is it I?” And finally Judas himself said, “Master, 
is it I?” Jesus solemnly replied, “Thou hast said” (Mat- 
thew 26:25). “Then said Jesus unto him, That thou 
doest, do quickly” (John 13:27). “He then . . . went 
immediately out: and it was night” (verse 30). — 
it was to the traitor—dark, dark night! 

It is not for us to attempt to unravel all the shadows 
in the mind of Judas. We must leave him there in that 
midnight with God, who alone knows him. But we have 
the record that he betrayed his Lord. Treason, denial, 
desertion—these may be expected in enemies; but in 
friends it is “the most unkindest cut of all.” One can take 
a blow from an enemy, but from a friend it breaks the 
heart. 

Looking forward in prophetic vision to this very time, 
the psalmist said: “It was not an enemy that reproached 
me; then I could have borne it: neither was it he that hated 
me that did magnify himself against me: . . . but it was 
thou, a man mine equal, my guide, and mine acquaintance. 
We took sweet counsel together, and walked unto the 
house of God in company” (Psalms 55:12-14). 

Yes, our Saviour was betrayed in the house of His 
friends. After the Last Supper the Saviour, with the eleven, 
went out to the Garden of Gethsemane, where He prayed. 
There in the shadow of the cross He prayed alone: “O 
my Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me: 
nevertheless not as I will, but as thou wilt” (Matthew 
26:39). 

In that sacred place of intercessory prayer the mob 
found Him—the mob led by Judas. “Whomsoever I shall 
kiss, that same is he: hold him fast” (verse 48). Those 
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were his words. Judas could betray his Master with a kiss. 
Whether he believed that Christ, who had always escaped 
from attempts to kill Him, would do so this time, we are 
not told in the Good Book. He saw the Saviour bound and 
led away to the midnight trial, an illegal and unjust 
tribunal. He saw Him condemned by false witnesses and 
led away to Pilate, the Roman governor, for the final 
death sentence. He realized that he had betrayed Christ 
to death, that the Son of God, who had manifested super- 
natural power in behalf of others, calmed stormy waves, 
healed the sick, and even raised the dead to life, would 
not exercise that power to save Himself. 

The thirty silver shekels in his pocket became an 
insupportable burden. They must have burned his hands 
as he touched them. They were the thirty fiery witnesses 
to his sin. Here is the story in the words of Holy Scripture, 
as found in Matthew 27:1-7: “When the morning was 
come, all the chief priests and elders of the people took 
counsel against Jesus to put him to death: and when they 
had bound him, they led him away, and delivered him to 
Pontius Pilate the governor. Then Judas, which had be- 
trayed him, when he saw that he was condemned, re- 
pented himself, and brought again the thirty pieces of 
silver to the chief priests and elders, saying, I have sinned 
in that I have betrayed the innocent blood. And they said, 
What is that to us? see thou to that. And he cast down 
the pieces of silver in the temple, and departed, and went 
and hanged himself. And the chief priests took the silver 
pieces, and said, It is not lawful for to put them into the 
treasury, because it is the price of blood. And they took 
counsel, and bought with them the pottet’s field, to bury 
strangers in.” 


Judas is the man who put down the money. He threw 
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it down. He put it down because he couldn’t keep it any 
longer. It was the price of blood. 


The money jingled on the floor, 
The silver glittered there; 

No peace to him forevermore, 

_ No answer to his prayer. 

When Judas put down the money, he cried, “I have 
sinned in that I have betrayed the innocent blood.” But 
the priests said, “What is that to us? see thou to that.” 
And a little later Pilate said the very same thing to them: 
“I am innocent of the blood of this just person: see ye to 
it” (verse 24). Judas, the priests, and Pilate suggest three 
ways in which conscience is perverted. Judas represents 
the agony of conscience; Pilate, the shufflings of a half- 
awakened conscience; the priests and the people, the 
cruelty of a misguided conscience. 

We need something outside ourselves to be our guide. 
We need a standard like that of the authorized weights 
and measures. We need a revelation of truth and goodness 
and beauty to enlighten our consciences and set them 
right. We need a Bible, we need a Christ, to tell us what is 
duty, as well as to make it possible for us to do it. The 
apostle Paul said, “I know nothing by myself; yet am I 
not hereby justified: but he that judgeth me is the Lord” 
(1 Corinthians 4:4). 

A man may do a very wrong thing and have no prick 
of conscience whatever. The conscience must have light 
—not like the light on a ship that tosses up and down 
with -every wave, but a steady light on the headland 
yonder, a light that changes not in tempest or in storm, 
a light that does not vary with the waves. 

Think of this man who laid down the money. He had 
been close to Jesus. Here is a warning to all Christians. The 
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closest proximity to Jesus Christ made eleven faithful 
disciples, but it also made one traitor. It has been said that 
no man could be near Jesus for three years without 
coming to hate Him, if he did not love Him. Christ was 
and is a “savour of death unto death” or “of life unto 
life’ (2 Corinthians 2:16). Then, as ever, He was “set 
for the fall and rising again of many” (Luke 2:34). There 
is no neutrality in things of the spirit. We are either in 
harmony or in disharmony. The sun, which melts the 
wax, hardens the clay. 

In the story of Judas we see the sudden revulsion of 
feeling that came after his act was accomplished. Oh, what 
an awful difference there is in the appearance of sin 
before we commit it and afterward! 

“Why, my friend,” the minister asked a man whose 
life was being ruined by drink, but who was still able to 
hold a good job, “why did you get into this habit? You are 
an intelligent man. You must have known what drink 
does to people. Did you think you could indulge in it 
and not get hurt?” 

His answer was, “You never think it will hit you the 
way it hits the other fellow.” 

Our modern day still finds the old book of Proverbs 
true when it declares, “The way of transgressors is hard” 
(Proverbs 13:15). It was hard for Judas—too hard! He 
jouldn’t stand that hell on earth, a conscience that has 
no hope of pardon. 

One day I visited the Tower of London, where many 
famous people from the days of William the Conqueror 
have been imprisoned, and where Lord Haw Haw also 
was imprisoned at the close of the second world war. 
Within its massive walls there is a small plot of grass in 
which a stone marks the exact place where political prison- 
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ers were beheaded in days gone by. Surely that grim old 
tower is not a likely place for hope. And yet, when Sir 
Walter Raleigh was confined there at the instigation of 
jealous political enemies and was awaiting his execution 
at Whitehall, he could write of hope. He had lost all the 
things of this world, but he had kept his faith. And that 
faith spoke to him of hope—the blessed hope. Here are 
his words: 


“Even such is time, that takes in trust 
Our youth, our joys, our all we have, 
And pays us but with earth and dust; 
Who, in the dark and silent grave, 
When we have wandered all our ways, 
Shuts up the story of our days; 

But from this earth, this grave, this dust, 
My God shall raise me up, I trust.” 

Do we have this hope, this trust? Let the apostle 
speak to us from Colossians 3:2-4: “Set your affection on 
things above, not on things on the earth. For ye are dead, 
and your life is hid with Christ in God. When Christ, who 
is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him 
in glory.” 

If the man who laid down the money was lost, was 
it because he betrayed Christ, or because, having betrayed 
Him, he never asked to be forgiven? What was the differ- 
ence between the traitor who betrayed Christ and the 
traitor who denied Him? Was it not this—that the one, 
when “he went out and wept bitterly,” had the thought of 
a loving Master with him, whereas the other went out into 
the darkness alone, with his own wicked deed staring 
him in the face? 

Friends, I am sure that none of us can think too 
seriously or too blackly of our own sins, but one may 
think too exclusively of them. And if we do, they will 
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drive us to despair also. The unpardonable sin is refusing 
the pardon that is offered for all sins. There is no sorrow, 
no remorse, large enough to blot out even the smallest 
sin. But—and this is the truth of God’s Word—there is 
no transgression so great but that there may be forgiveness 
for it. And we may have that forgiveness for the asking, 
from the dear Christ who died for us. 

Christ is not a limited Saviour. He says, “Him that 
cometh to me I will in no wise cast out” (John 6:37). 
Will you not come to Him? Yes, just as you are, with all 
your burden. No matter how big it is, leave it at the foot 
of the cross, for it is written: “Where sin abounded, grace 
did much more abound” (Romans 5:20). 

“Come now, and let us reason together, saith the 
Lord: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as 
white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall 
be as wool” (Isaiah 1:18). 

This offer of God’s is not for tomorrow—it is for today. 
“Come now,’ He says. When Augustine came under con- 
viction of sin he prayed, “O God, cleanse me from all my 
sins, but not zow.” A little later he prayed, “Lord, deliver 
me from all my sins but one.” At last, in full surrender, 
he cried, “O God, deliver me from all my sins zow.” 
And that’s the only way for anyone to pray, the only way 
for those who really wish to ee to Christ—“O God, 
deliver me from all my sins now.” 

On the night of October 8, 1871, D. L. Moot 
preached to the largest congregation he had ever addressed 
in. Chicago. His text was Matthew 27:22: “What shall I 
do then with Jesus which is called Christ?” At the 
close of his sermon he told the people to take that text 
home with them and turn it over in their minds during 
the week and come back the next Sunday night, when, he 
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said, they would come to Calvary and the cross and decide 
what to do with Jesus of Nazareth. Then Sankey, his 
song leader, began the song: 


“Today the Saviour calls! 
For refuge fly; 

The storm of justice falls; 
And death is nigh.” 


—S. F. SMITH 


But he never finished that song. His voice was drowned 
out by the roar of fire engines out in the street. The great 
Chicago fire was on, and the next day most of the city was 
in ashes. There was no meeting the next week. To his 
dying day Moody regretted that he had told that congre- 
gation to come back the next week and decide what to do 
with Jesus. From the experience of that night he learned 
the lesson to press Christ upon the people then and there 
and to bring them to a decision on the spot. 


Friends, we press that decision upon you now. Will 
you not receive Christ as your Saviour, the Master of 
your life, just now? Let us press this decision upon you— 
the importance of deciding for Him now, on the spot, 
where you are, at this moment. 

May God bless you and deliver you, and you, and you, 
and all of us, from making the great mistake of the man 
who laid down the money. 


CHAPTER NINE 


She Man Who 
Sried Cgain 


Did you ever hear of Jerry McAuley? 
When he was a convict in Sing Sing Penitentiary he 
heard a speaker quote a verse from the Holy Bible, and 
he thought he would like to read it for himself. So he 
obtained a copy of the Bible from the prison library. Hav- 
ing no idea where to look for that particular verse, he 
started at the beginning, and kept right on reading. He 
found the verse away over in Hebrews, but he found 
Jesus Christ as his personal Saviour long before he got 
that far. And when he was released from imprisonment 
he started the old Water Street Mission in New York, 
where hundreds and thousands of human wrecks have 
been sheltered and told that “the way of the cross leads 
home.” 


We are always interested in a man who has made a 
complete failure of his life and then gets up and tries 
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again. Jerry McAuley did. He was a man who tried again, 
and by God’s grace made his life a blessing to thousands. 

Our subject for this sermon is “The Man Who Tried 
Again,” and the text is found here in the Gospel of John, 
the nineteenth chapter and the eighteenth verse: “Where 
they crucified him, and two other with him, on either side 
one, and Jesus in the midst.” 

Our holy Saviour was executed by crucifixion between 
two common criminals in order to add insult to injury and 
to identify Him with the criminal class. There He died in 
the midst of our human suffering and shame. 

Turn with me now to our second text, which is found 
in the twenty-third chapter of Luke, the thirty-ninth 
verse. This refers to the same story and the same time. 
We begin to read here with the thirty-ninth verse. Re- 
member, these two men—two malefactors, two thieves— 
were crucified, one on each side of Jesus. “And one of the 
malefactors which were hanged railed on him, saying, If 
thou be Christ, save thyself and us.” 

Now, one of the other parallel Gospels says that both 
of the thieves cursed Christ at first (Mark 15:32), and 
one said, “If you are Christ, then save yourself and us.” 
“But the other answering rebuked him, saying, Dost not 
thou fear God, seeing thou art in the same condemnation? 
And we indeed justly; for we receive the due reward of 
our deeds: but this man hath done nothing amiss. And 
he said unto Jesus, Lord, remember me when thou comest 
into thy kingdom” (Luke 23:40-42). 

This is the man who tried again, the man who had 
made a mess of life, and everything had gone wrong clear 
up to the end. But, friends, he tried again. Thank God, 
he tried again! He could still pray, and he cried, “Lord, 
remember me when thou comest into thy kingdom.” And 
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the Saviour promised him right then and there that he 
would be with Him in Paradise. 

Just look at those three crosses! The center cross, the 
cross of redemption; the cross at Christ’s right hand, the 
cross of reception (in Psalms 20:6 [margin] we read 
of “the salvation of his right hand”); and the cross on 
Jesus’ left hand, the cross of rejection. Those two men 
had sin zz them; Jesus had sin om Him. Jesus was dying 
for sin, one of those men was dying zo sin, and the other 
man was dying 77 sin. 

Did you ever stop to think that the man who railed 
on Jesus there and cried out, “Save yourself if you are 
Christ; if you are the Messiah, if you are what you claim 
to be, save yourself and come down from the cross, and 
we will believe on you,’ was the world’s first great 
modernist right there in view of the cross? He was look- 
ing at the Saviour dying on Golgotha, but denying the 
blood. That man looked into the face of Jesus and yet 
preached modernism right there om the cross, to the cross, 
and by the cross. “Yes, come down from the cross, and we 
will believe on you. We do not want a vicarious, atoning 
sacrifice, we do not need it; give us an example of power, 
give us an example of teaching, an example of philosophy, 
and we will follow you; but no bleeding, dying Saviour 
for us!” And that is the very modernistic teaching that is 
permeating the whole Christian fabric of America and 
the world today. There is nothing new about it. It is as 
old as sin and doubt. 

Some time ago a prominent man said that he had 
visited scores of churches, but in many of them he could 
not gather from what was preached whether the preacher 


was a follower of Confucius, Mohammed, Zoroaster, or 
Christ. 
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What we need today more than anything else is a 
nationwide, worldwide revival. Thats the cure for the 
spiritual declension that is so widely apparent. This is no 
time to be discouraged, but time to try again and to pray 
again. Blackstone, the father of modern law, said that in 
his day you could not tell from what preachers said 
whether they were heathen or Christian. Yet out of that 
spiritual darkness and coldness came the great revival 
under Wesley and Whitefield that gave birth to the 
Methodist Church, with its millions of adherents. And 
revival will come again. Christ crucified is the only, but 
sufficient, Saviour of lost men. 

But one thief rejected Christ. He died lost, and lost 
forever. And the saddest part about it is that he could not 
have been closer to Jesus, could he? He was right there 
with the remedy at hand. All he had to do was to reach out 
with the hand of faith and take the salvation offered him. 
No one on earth could have prevented him from being 
saved had he been desirous of salvation on the terms 
God offers it. He could not have been closer to Jesus; yet 
he died lost. 

There are souls in this audience, many of us church 
members or perhaps even ministers or members of the 
choir, who may be close to Jesus, close to the cross, close 
to the church, close to the Bible—close, but lost. O my 
friends, today let’s look at the other cross, the cross of 
reception, and the man who tried again. 

There he is, poor man! He is being forced out of the 
era of time, and he is not prepared for eternity. Then 
something wells up in his heart, a feeling he has never 
had before. See him turning as far as he can toward Jesus. 
He can’t move any closer to Him, but he can turn toward 
Him. And while the scoffs and the jeers and the hullabaloo 
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of the mob below rise up to him, and while he can hear 
the curses and the groans of the thief on the other side, 
he says, “Lord!” Oh, how that word must have thrilled 
the heart of Jesus! Others were calling Him criminal and 
deceiver and every mean and wicked name they knew. 
His own disciples had run away in the darkness. Now 
somebody calls Him Lord; somebody recognizes His di- 
vinity, His kingdom; somebody believes that all His 
claims are true. The thief finishes his sentence, “Lord, 
remember me when thou comest into thy kingdom.” 

Oh, there it is! The appeal of simple faith in Jesus 
from the man who tried again! It was his last hope! He 
couldn’t go to the synagogue; he couldn’t go to church; 
he couldn’t put a dollar into the collection plate; he 
couldn’t pay up his back tithe. No, he couldn’t be bap- 
tized; he couldn’t partake of the ordinance of humility; 
he couldn’t take the Lord’s Supper; he couldn’t sit in his 
pew faithfully; he couldn’t put out any literature; he 
couldn’t go out to visit the sick—he couldn’t do any- 
thing. 

Thank God, salvation doesn’t depend upon doing 
things, but just upon reaching out by faith and taking 
what God offers. Salvation rests on faith, and faith alone, 
in the finished work of Christ—that is the teaching of the 
Word of God. And this dying man in the eleventh hour 
of life reaches out the hand of faith to the Christ of the 
cross. He had made a failure of life, but there on the cross 
he tried again. My friend, in your eleventh hour, don’t 
turn back, but come to the Lord Jesus and cast your 
helpless soul upon Him. He is waiting to receive you. 

Oh, yes, they could take Jesus and nail Him to that 
cross. They could drive those nails through the feet of 
our Saviour, feet that had walked up and down the dusty 
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roads of Palestine on errands of mercy. They could nail 
His feet there so He couldn’t walk any more. They could 
nail His hands to the cross—those electric, dynamic, 
powerful hands, the hands of a great healer; those hands 
that loved to rest on the curly heads of little children; 
those hands that rested on fevered brows and brought 
coolness and peace and rest back to troubled hearts; those 
hands that lifted up the crippled and sent them rejoicing 
and leaping on their way; those hands that opened deaf 
ears and blind eyes and loosened tongues to speak His 
praises; those hands that lifted the dead and sent them on 
the way of life. They could nail those hands to the cross 
so He couldn’t use them any more, but they couldn’t stop 
Jesus from saving a soul that came to Him in faith, even 
at the eleventh hour—the thief’s eleventh hour, the elev- 
enth hour of Christ here on this earth. 

From the bruised lips of the Christ there came those 
words that will ring down the ages: “Verily, truly, I say 
unto thee today—on this day when all men have forsaken 
Me, on this day when My claims seem to be the veriest 
ridiculous pomposity, on this day when not only My own 
have forsaken Me, but My own church has repudiated 
Me, My own country has turned Me down, and the 
world’s civilization has nailed Me to the cross; on this 
day of My execution as a criminal, I promise you here, 
with a crown of thorns upon My head, nailed to the cross, 
dying—you will be with Me in Paradise.” What a promise 
to the man who tried again! 

O friend, don’t be on the wrong side of the cross of 
Jesus—the cross of rejection. Be the man who tries again. 
When you go back to Jesus, give your heart to Him, and 
He will give you the promise. He will give it the very 
day you go back; He will sign it and seal it this very day. 
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“Turn you to the strong hold, ye prisoners of hope: 
even to day do I declare that I will render double unto 
thee” (Zechariah 9:12). Christ will sign and seal His 
promise the moment you return home—the man who 
tries again. If you are away from the Father’s house, your 
soul is perishing with spiritual hunger, and you will never 
be happy until you go back home, back to God, back to 
your heavenly Father. 

The man who tries again is the man God is calling, 
the man God is loving, the man God is bringing back to 
home and heaven. The Lord says here that He will not 
forget you. He has never forgotten you; wherever you are 
and whoever you are, He still loves you, still longs, and 
still hopes. God will not forget your labor of love (He- 
brews 6:10). Ah, discouraged Christian, God has not 
forgotten that labor of love that others have forgotten or 
have never noticed. The church might forget it, the minis- 
ter might forget it, but God won’t forget it. And He will 
not forget your labor of love when you work hard and 
aren't recognized, and your name isn’t in the papers, and 
somebody else gets the credit. No, God will not forget 
your labor of love. So, go on and serve Him; be the man 
who tries again. Go on in His service and hear those 
words, “Thou shalt be with me in paradise.” 

Even Job brings us comfort in his fourteenth chapter 
and the thirteenth verse. He saw that he would die and 
be buried. He said, “O that thou wouldest . . . appoint me 
a set time, and remember me!” No, friends, God will not 
forget the patriarchs of old. He knows where they are 
buried in the Syrian sands. He will not forget the apostles, 
eaten by the lions in the arena, buried in the catacombs 
of Rome, in ocean depths, or in desert sands—God will not 
forget them. He will not forget you, whether you live or 
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die; He will not forget me. No, He will remember the 
man who tries again. 

The third chapter of Malachi and the sixteenth verse 
says: “A book of remembrance was written before him for 
them that feared the Lord, and that thought upon his 
name.” O Christian friend, talk about the Lord you love; 
talk about His mercy; talk about Him. 

The next time you go to Ottawa, Canada, go up on 
Parliament Hill and let a guide take you up in the great 
Peace Tower, that great tower with its fifty-three bells— 
a wonderful carillon—up and up and up. Finally you will 
come into the Memorial Chapel, where on the stone walls 
you will see representations of the great battles in which 
the Canadian Army fought in the first world war. The 
names of the battles are there, and beside them on the 
wall you will find inscribed the names of the thousands 
and thousands and thousands of men who fought in 
them. And then in the middle of the room there is a great 
white marble altar. Enshrined in this altar is a beautiful 
book called the Book of Remembrance, and in that book, 
in golden letters on the vellum pages, you will find the 
names of all who died for their country. Every day a page 
is turned so that the nation and the world can see, as it 
were, the names of those who died for their fatherland. 

But there is a greater book in heaven, God’s book of 
remembrance, and there on the eternal pages, written in 
the reddest blood this world has ever known, are the 
names of those who are redeemed by the blood of Christ— 
the names of the men who tried again, the people who, 
after their suffering and failure and sorrow and disappoint- 
ment, came back, gave their hearts to God, and are going 
on to glory. Friends, our names must be in that book 
among those who try again. 


THE MAN WHO TRIED AGAIN 91 


Are there not hundreds, perhaps thousands, who will 
say: “Preacher, God helping me, I am going to try again; 
I am going to open my heart as the poor thief opened 
his. I may be helpless myself, but Christ was nailed there 
on the cross for me. My passions and my plans, my friends, 
my environment, may hinder me, hold me back, bind me, 
tie me down, but God can help me. Christ can help me 
to be the man who tries again.” I wonder now, as we make 
this appeal, how many are willing to trust Christ. Let us 
fix our minds on this question right at this moment. 
Listen, this is an appeal from God. How many of you will 
say, “God helping me, I will try again”? 


CHAPTER TEN 


She Mlan Who 
Fe orgot Yesterday 


The Christian life has two sides: one 
of renunciation, the other of acquisition. To live that 
life, we must let go of certain things and lay hold of 
others. We must both forsake and seek. When we turn to 
God, there is a change of values. Things that once meant 
much to us, mean nothing, and things that before meant 
nothing, mean everything. 

This was the experience of the apostle Paul, the man 
who forgot yesterday. Upon this subject of the transformed 
life, he tells us his own story in the third chapter of the 
Epistle to the Philippians. He says that all that he had at 
one time considered most dear—his race, his family, his 
religious denomination, his tireless zeal, his faithful ob- 
servance of the letter of God’s law—he counted loss for 
Christ (Philippians 3:7). Just one great loss! But he goes 
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even further and says, “I count all things but loss.” He 
renounced them all for Christ. 

Some may think, Oh, it was easy for Paul to say that, 
but what would he do if actually tested in the matter? 
Well, he was tested. His very next words here in Philip- 
pians 3:8 tell us so. He says, “For whom [that is, for 
Christ} I have suffered the loss of all things.” A loss im- 
plies that a thing is valuable, and the apostle says here 
that he counted these otherwise valuable things as mere 
refuse that he might win Christ. You see, a person cannot 
make other things his aim, his object in life, and also gain 
Christ. The apostle Paul let go privilege, power, and 
popularity. And what did he gain? What had he set his 
heart upon? We will let him tell us here in Philippians 
3:8-11: 

“That I may win Christ, and be found in him, not 
having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but 
that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness 
which is of God by faith: that I may know him, and the 
power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his suffer- 
ings, being made conformable unto his death; if by any 
means I might attain unto the resurrection of the dead.” 

There’s the story; there’s his ambition. Paul desired to 
be found in Christ, just as the manslayer in old Israel 
sought the city of refuge, where he was safe from the 
avenger of blood (Numbers 35:25). He desired to appear 
before God, not in any vain righteousness of his own, not 
thinking that his good deeds would atone for his bad ones, 
nor trying to balance accounts with God by good works, 
but in the holy righteousness provided in Jesus Christ. 
Therefore this complete and perfect righteousness is the 
faith of Christ. It is “of God by faith.” It comes from God. 
We cannot earn it with our pitiful work. 
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A young woman who was vety, very poor was en- 
joying her work in a small college. A certain great affair 
was announced, and all who attended were supposed to 
be well dressed. The girl’s parents were not able to pro- 
vide her with a suitable dress. She didn’t want to appear 
shabby, but she did want to go. So she went down to the 
five-and-ten-cent store, where there was a sale of dress 
material. She had a few dimes, so she went in and bought 
a few yards of cloth to make a new gown so she could 
attend the function. She hadn’t had much training as a 
seamstress, however, and she had a lot of trouble making 
the dress. 

Just as she was feeling very, very low, Lady Bountiful 
came to visit her. She had always dreamed about such a 
friend, but never expected to see her. The gracious lady 
took a kindly interest in the young woman and said, “Look, 
I want you to go downtown with me.” The girl wondered 
what it all meant, but she went along, and finally they 
came to one of the most beautiful and exclusive outfitting 
establishments in the city. They went into the store and 
walked around, stopping at the various sections to look at 
the beautiful gowns. 

“Now, my dear,” said the lady, “pick out the dress you 
want—a gown for yourself—any one you like.” 

Well, it seemed too good to be true. The young lady 
was afraid to select what her taste really desired. It might 
be too expensive. 

But her friend said, “Go right ahead—anything you 
want, remember.” 

So she found something that just suited her, and said, 
“I like this.” 

“All right,” the lady said to the clerk, “how much is it?’ ; 

The answer was, “Seventy-five dollars.” 
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“Oh,” the young woman gasped, “that’s too much. That's 
way beyond what a girl like me could afford.” 

“That’s all right,” answered her friend. “You like it, 
and you are going to have it!” 

Imagine that girl’s going back to her room, where she 
compared her beautiful new gown with the goods she 
had purchased, all cut up and misshapen in her attempts 
to make a dress out of it. She put on the lovely thing and 
walked up and down before the mirror. Then she called 
in the other girls. Of course, they liked it too; and how 
proud they were to see their friend in it! “Oh,” she said, 
“now I shall be found, not having my own dress—this 
poor, inexpensive thing that I have mangled so terribly— 
but I shall appear in this beautiful gown that has been 
given to me so freely.” 

Friends, that’s the way Paul looked at it. Years before, 
he had been trying to work out his own righteousness, 
but when he stood before God he realized that those 
things were only rags after all. Away with all that, and to 
Christ he came. There he found the robe of Christ’s 
righteousness, just what the sinner needs. That’s what the 
apostle Paul desired, and we should desire the same. The 
Lord Jesus Christ is “the Lord our Righteousness” (Jere- 
miah 23:6). 

It was there on the cross that our Saviour’s righteous- 
ness became ours. A number of years ago some American 
travelers visited Mount Calvary outside the walls of Je- 
rusalem, and while there they cut a piece of wood and had 
it made into a walking stick. This they presented to 
Governor Briggs of Massachusetts with the message, “We 
wanted you to know that when we stood there on Mount 
Calvary, we thought of you.” The governor thanked them 
for the gift and then added, “I am still more thankful, 
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gentlemen, that there was Another who thought of me 
there.” 

Next the great apostle says that he desired to know 
Christ. We read this in Philippians 3:10, 11: “That I may 
know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the 
fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable unto 
his death; if by any means I might attain unto the resur- 
rection of the dead.” 

In Isaiah 53:11 faith is called knowledge. Knowing 
Christ here is believing Him. Paul sought an experimental 
knowledge of the power of Christ’s resurrection. The 
same power that raised our Lord from literal death is the 
power that raises believers from spiritual death (Ephesians 
1:19) and that will raise them from literal death at the 
second coming of Christ (Romans 8:11). To know “the 
fellowship of his sufferings” is to bear the cross laid upon 
us, after His example, and so “fill up that which is behind 
of the afflictions of Christ” (Colossians 1:24). 

Friends, are we really willing to bear anything for 
Christ’s sake? During the first world war a boy in the 
Allied Army on the western front discovered, when he 
came back to the lines, that his dearest friend, with whom 
he had fought side by side, was missing. At once he asked 
permission to go out into no man’s land to look for him. 
His commanding officer advised against it and said, “It 
will not be worth while. But if you insist, I warn you, 
you go at your own risk. It will cost you your life.” 

So, the soldier boy went out to seek his friend. He 
found him badly hurt, and carried him back almost to the 
safety of the trenches, but there the wounded soldier 
died. In a moment the rescuer himself was mortally 
wounded and was barely able to crawl back within the 
lines. 
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As the officer leaned over the brave lad he said, “I 
told you you would risk your life in going out there. 
Was it worth while?” 

“Yes, sir,’ replied the dying soldier. “He said he knew 
I'd come.” 

Christ died for others, even for those who were not 
His friends. When we know Jesus as the Bible reveals 
Him, we know why He came. He came because He loved 
us. Yes, when you once study His life story, then you too 
can say, “I knew He'd come.” We also are to accept the 
fellowship of His sufferings here and now. 

Notice also that the apostle was as ambitious to be 
sanctified as he was to be justified. He desired to know 
the power of Christ’s death and resurrection, destroying 
sin in him. As believers, we are made conformable to 
Christ’s death when we die to sin, when we are crucified 
with Him. It is only then that the believer can say these 
words: “I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; 
yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I 
now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, 
who loved me, and gave himself for me” (Galatians 
2:20). 

Notice next that the great apostle also desired to 
attain to the resurrection of the dead, or out from among 
the dead—that is, the first resurrection, the resurrection of 
believers at Christ’s coming (1 Corinthians 15:22, 23; 
1 Thessalonians 4:16). It is also called the resurrection 
of the just and the resurrection of life (John 5:29). 
Believers are “accounted worthy to obtain that world, 
and the resurrection from the dead” (Luke 20:35). 

In spite of all his mighty accomplishments, the apostle 
Paul took no credit to himself. He says, “Not as though I 
had already attained, either were already perfect: but I 
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follow after, if that I may apprehend that for which also 
I am apprehended of Christ Jesus” (Philippians 3:12). 

This word “apprehend,” of course, means żo lay hold 
of. The apostle says, “I am pressing on, striving to lay 
hold of the prize for which also Christ has laid hold of 
me” (verse 12, Weymouth’s translation). 

Notice, it is not our laying hold of Christ first, but His 
laying hold of us, that is our happiness and salvation. “We 
love him, because he first loved us” (1 John 4:19). And 
it is not our keeping hold of Christ, but His keeping 
hold of us, that gives us safety. We “are kept by the 
power of God through faith unto salvation” (1 Peter 
1:5). 

And now we come to the thrilling climax in the 
spiritual biography of this mighty man of God, written 
in these eleven dynamic verses here in Philippians 3— 
the apostolic declaration that the future is better than 
the past. In our ears it rings like a silver trumpet. We 
are reading now verses 13 and 14: “Brethren, I count 
not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I 
do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching 
forth unto those things which are before, I press toward 
the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in 
Christ Jesus.” 

There in the faith of Christ he stands before us, the 
man who forgot yesterday in looking for tomorrow. There 
is, of course, a sinful forgetting of past sins and mercies 
that ought to be remembered as a constant reason for 
repentance and thankfulness to God. But the apostle 
Paul forgot the things that were behind, so as not to be 
content with present measures of grace. He constantly 
sought for more and more. He knew that looking back is 
often going back, as it was with Lot’s wife (Luke 9:62; 
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17:32). He forgot yesterday and pressed “toward the 
matk for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ 
Jesus.” 

The prize is the crown of righteousness of which 
Paul speaks in 2 Timothy 4:8. It is the crown of life 
(Revelation 2:10), a crown of glory that fadeth not away 
(1 Peter 5:4). This divine calling is a high calling be- 
cause it comes from heaven. Eternal life is the gift of 
God (Romans 6:23), but it is also through Christ Jesus. 

In a race a successful runner keeps his eyes upon the 
goal; he does not look back. He presses forward, he 
reaches forward, he stretches out after the prize ahead. A 
prize-winning athlete was relating his experience in a 
particularly hard race, when the struggle down the home 
stretch was terrific. Someone interrupted him and began 
to describe the thrill of the finish and how it brought the 
grandstand to its feet. When asked if he did not hear 
the crowd cheering for him as he neared the finish line, 
the runner answered, “No, I never heard a sound farther 
away than the track.” 

So, friends, in the Christian race, if we listen for the 
cheers of the grandstand, we shall never run a good race. 
And this is the question of ultimate importance to each of 
us, Where is our major attention—on the goal, or on the 
gallery? 

So by God’s grace let us look to Jesus, “the author and 
finisher of our faith,’ and “run with patience the race 
that is set before us” (Hebrews 12:2, 1). Let us put 
smaller things aside and say, “This one thing I do.” 
Then, “forgetting those things which are behind, and 
reaching forth unto those things which are before,” we 
too may “press toward the mark for the prize of the high 
calling of God in Christ Jesus.” 
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Let us, friends, follow the apostolic doctrine—repent, 
believe, confess, obey. Let us leave the dark past, with its 
burden of guilt, under the atoning blood of Jesus and 
look forward to God’s tomorrow, which is better than 
today. Then at last, when all days and months and years 
are passed into God’s bright eternity, we shall rejoice 
“with joy unspeakable and full of glory” with all the holy 
apostles and prophets and the redeemed of all ages— 
yes, and with that great Christian, the man who forgot 
yesterday. 


CHAPTER ELEVEN 


ec Msc Cal 
Called a Sool 


One day our Lord was speaking very 
solemnly to His disciples and others around Him con- 
cerning what it meant to confess Him before men. He 
spoke of the great promises of blessing that would come 
to those who loved Him and were faithful to Him, and 
of the Holy Spirit, who would lead them as to the very 
words they should speak when they were condemned by 
men. He warned them concerning the unpardonable sin 
and spoke of the great blessings that would follow all 
true believers. 

Suddenly He was interrupted by a strange voice that 
cried out, “Master, speak to my brother, that he divide 
the inheritance with me” (Luke 12:13). What a gulf 
there was between the thoughts of Jesus and those of His 
unmannerly interrupter! Jesus answered him, “Man, who 
made me a judge or divider over you?” (verse 14). And 
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then He told a story to illustrate the great necessity of 
making spiritual things first. All the time Jesus had been 
giving His unrivaled spiritual lessons, this poor man had 
been thinking of the share in his father’s inheritance that 
he thought his brother had kept away from him. 

Such indifference to what He was trying to teach 
must have put a chill on Christ’s spirit, for He answered 
this man very abruptly and instantly, drawing his mind 
to spiritual things by a story, or parable. This man must 
have been covetous, because all he could see in Jesus was 
a rabbi who could influence his brother to divide up 
with him. 

You know, friends, our sense of want largely shapes 
our conception of Christ. All some people see in Jesus is 
a great economic reformer, one who could change the 
social needs of the world. That is because a great many 
people have drifted away from the real conception of 
Christ, because they do not realize their own spiritual 
needs. They are dead to the sense of sin and their need of 
personal salvation. First and foremost, they make Jesus a 
divider, or a judge, and they do not see His deepest work 
because they do not admit their own deepest need. Jesus 
indeed does make the world better economically and 
socially, but only after men have gone to Him personally 
for salvation and He can work through their redeemed 
hearts. 

Now, what was the story Jesus told this man and the 
others who were standing by? Well, it was the story of a 
certain man whose ground brought forth plentifully. He 
had great crops. In fact, he had such a big harvest that his 
barns couldn’t hold it all. Now notice—Luke 12:17-21— 
“And he thought within himself, saying, What shall I do, 
because I have no room where to bestow my fruits? 
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And he said, This will I do: I will pull down my 
barns, and build greater; and there will I bestow all my 
fruits and my goods. And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou 
hast much goods laid up for many years: take thine ease, 
eat, drink, and be merry. But God said unto him, Thou 
fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee: then 
whose shall those things be, which thou hast provided? 
So is he that layeth up treasure for himself, and is not 
rich toward God.” 

What is life, anyway? Life is not what we have, but 
life is manifested by what we do with our possessions. 
When Jesus first spoke to this inheritance hunter He 
said plainly to him: “Take heed, and beware of covetous- 
ness: for a man’s life consisteth not in the abundance 
of the things which he possesseth” (verse 15). 

It is not what we possess, but what we are, that is 
important. Death knocks at the door of the rich and the 
poor alike. He comes everywhere, and often unexpectedly. 

Now, the first thing to notice in this story Jesus told 
about the rich fool is that accumulated wealth breeds 
anxiety rather than peace and satisfaction. The more this 
man got, the more he had to worry about. There is not a 
thing said here about his wealth being ill-gotten. He was 
not dishonest, so far as we learn from the story. Apparently 
he gained his property and his wealth by lawful means. 
There was nothing wrong about the way he acquired 
his possessions; but you know, friends, the more wealth a 
man has, the more he has to worry about, no matter how 
he gets it. It takes as much worry to keep it as it does to 
win it. There are so many bags with holes in them these 
days that many men get ulcers of the stomach, high blood 
pressure, and even worse things by just worrying over 
what they already have. 
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Someone has defined money as that “something which 
buys everything but happiness and takes a man every- 
where but to heaven.” Used in the right way, it can bring 
great blessing, but this man evidently didn’t use it in the 
right way. There were plenty of poor people around him 
upon whom he could have bestowed his goods. There was 
plenty of need. He really did not need to double the size 
of his barns and granaries. He could have made use of 
the bonus of his crop without any trouble at all. He could 
have brought blessing to hundreds of people, and thanks 
to himself and to God from those needy souls. 

It is said that when Saladin, the great caliph of Islam, 
died, he left directions that his empty hands should be 
on view outside his coffin. He wanted the people to see 
that all his vast wealth and conquest meant nothing to him 
in death, that he couldn’t take any of it along with him. 

Robert Hall, the great English preacher, was once 
visited by a man who took exception to something he had 
said in a sermon. Hall was certain that this man was in 
bondage to the love of money, so, after looking him over 
and sizing him up pretty well, he took out his Bible and 
pointed to the word “God.” 

“Can you see that word?” the preacher asked. 

“Certainly I can see it,” replied the man. 

Then Hall took a half sovereign out of his pocket, 
and placing it over the word, asked, “Can you see it now?” 

No other lesson was needed. This man never forgot 
that enacted sermon. 

So we find that this man in the parable thought about 
something besides God. He thought only about himself. 
Notice, he was a very busy and successful businessman, 
but he gave no regard at all to God’s part in his life. You 
can see that. He was selfish. He considered that he had 
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done all this. The repetition of my, my, my, all through 
his speech shows that very clearly—"my fruits, my barns, 
my corn, my goods.” There is no thought of God, no 
thought of stewardship. He didn’t remember the lesson 
some of us as boys learned from our fathers—that famous 
and well-worth-remembering text in Deuteronomy 8: 
18: “Thou shalt remember the Lord thy God: for it is he 
that giveth thee power to get wealth.” My brother and I 
had to memorize that text when we were boys. We all 
ought to remember that it is God who gives us power 
to earn our first ten cents, our first dollar, our first ten, our 
first home. Every heartbeat we owe to Him; every hour 
is lent to us by God. 

Notice also what a fool this man was in his estimate 
of the power of worldly goods to satisfy the soul. Eat, 
drink, and be merry! “Eat and drink,” he said to his body. 
“Be merry,” he said to his soul. How could he fancy that 
these things could ever put him at ease? Every man from 
creation’s dawn to this day has found that “there is no 
peace, saith my God, to the wicked” (Isaiah 57:21). There 
is no heartsease as long as the heart is unsatisfied with 
God. In that great promise of His, Jesus said, “Come 
unto me. . . . And ye shall find rest unto your souls” 
(Matthew 11:28, 29). It is not in the mere abundance of 
our earthly possessions, but in our union with Christ, that 
rest is found. But the poor covetous man promised himself 
rest in doubled barns and luxuries and idleness. His plan 
of “eat, drink, and be merry” was exactly the creed of the 
ancient atheists and Epicurean philosophers. And what a 
theory that was, even to live by, and much less to die by! 
As someone has said, “He lived as if there were no God, 
no heaven, no future life; as if everything he possessed 
were his own, and he owed nothing to God or man.” The 
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psalmist described this rich man when he wrote, “The 
fool hath said in his heart, There is no God” (Psalms 14:1). 

Last of all, notice how foolish this man was in his 
estimate of time. He reckoned on many years. He thought 
that his goods would last that long, so why not he? But 
no human being can make sure of tomorrow. Nobody 
knows how long he will live. Things are impermanent, 
men are impermanent. And it was that very night, after 
he had looked over his bumper crops and laid all his 
plans for doubling his barns, that God said to him: “Thou 
fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee: then 
whose shall those things be, which thou hast provided?” 
(Luke 12:20). 

It doesn’t make so much difference when people call 
us fools. The Bible says that when we do well by ourselves, 
men will praise us (Psalms 49:18). But this man cer- 
tainly was a fool. The only thing that would be of value 
to him he had not secured. He had rejected divine love, 
which would have flowed out in mercy to his fellow men 
about him; and in that way he rejected life. You see, he 
rejected life because he rejected love, “for God is love” 
(1 John 4:8), and love is life. This man had chosen the 
earthly rather than the spiritual, and with the earthly he 
must pass away. 

My friends, to live for self is to perish. Covetousness, 
the desire for gain simply for self’s sake, cuts the human 
soul off from life; it separates us from heaven. You know, 
it is the spirit of Satan to get; the spirit of Christ to give. 
“And this is the record,” we read in 1 John 5:11, 12, “that 
God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in his 
Son. He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not 
the Son of God hath not life.” 

Friends, heaven was poured out in that great gift to 
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men, the gift of eternal life through Christ. Will we 
accept it? Will we be wise today? A man can be covetous 
and lost, whether he is rich or poor. Our life consists not 
in the abundance or the poverty of the things that we 
possess. Life means God. Is God dwelling in your heart by 
faith? 

One day a certain rich man was visited by a rabbi 
who took him by the hand and led him to the window 
and asked, “What do you see?” 

The rich man said, “I see men, women, and children 
walking along the street.” 

Then the rabbi took him over to a large mirror and 
asked, “What do you see now?” 

The man replied, “I see myself.” 

The rabbi said, “Behold, in the window there is glass, 
and in the mirror there is glass also; but the glass of the 
mirror is covered with a little silver. No sooner is a little 
silver added to the glass than you see not others, but 
yourself only.” 

What a lesson that is for us! May God help us always 
to see men, women, children, and their needs; to see 
others, and realize that we are stewards of the grace of 
God. Dear friends, it is a terrible thing when God calls a 
man a fool. I don’t want God to call me a fool. May we give 
our hearts to Him today so that we will be His fully and 
completely. May we live such lives of consecration, with 
all our sins under the blood, and think of others every 
day, so that God will never call us a fool, but that our 
treasures will be laid up in heaven, “where neither moth 
nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break 
through nor steal” (Matthew 6:20). Then we shall never 
have those words said to us, “Thou fool!” 

Speaking of this rich fool, the Lord Jesus Christ said 
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in closing His parable: “So is he that layeth up treasure 
for himself, and is not rich toward God” (Luke 12:21). 
We can be rich toward God in faith, in obedience, and in 
loving ministry to those in need. Will you not give your 
heart to Him just now? Will you believe, and Jesus 
receive— jesus, the wealth of heaven? 

Louis XV, king of France, foolishly ordered and or- 
dained that death should never be mentioned in his 
presence. Nothing that would in any way remind him of 
death was to be mentioned or displayed or discussed. He 
sought to avoid seeing any place or sign or monument 
that would remind him, or in any way suggest anything, 
about the subject of death. 

While it is true that we should not morbidly think of 
death, it is also true that we should remember that life as 
we know it here does not last forever. It is long enough for 
what God gives it for, and it is short enough, too. Re- 
member, friend, whoever you are, there will be another 
page—there will be another page after God closes the 
record of your life here on earth. Are you ready for Him 
to turn the page, to look at the book of judgment? Are 
you ready for God to total up the sum of your life? I say 
to you in all kindness, don’t be a fool; don’t be a fool in 
God’s sight. 

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life” (John 3:16). 

So, let’s talk about life—life, everlasting life, in Jesus 
Christ our Lord. By faith in Him, laying up treasure in 
heaven, with all our sins under the blood, we shall find 
redemption at the cross, ready day or night for Heaven’s 
call to service or to rest—not unprepared like the man 
God called a fool. 


CHAPTER TWELVE 


She Man Who 
Sang in the Night 


This sermon is entitled “The Man 
Who Sang in the Night.” We might well call it “The Men 
Who Sang in the Night,’ because as we open the Holy 
Scriptures we read the record of several men who were 
able to sing in the night. 


In the Bible the night is often the symbol of sorrow, 
trouble, darkness. When things are going wrong and it is 
impossible to see very far, when “the best laid plans of 
mice and men” have gone astray, and our house of hope 
has tumbled about our heads, then it is that the man of 
faith is brought to view. The people who can sing then are 
the people we want to know about. 

First of all, we turn to the book of Psalms, the seven- 
teenth chapter and the third verse. Here David, the man 
of God, says in his prayer to the Lord, “Thou hast visited 
me in the night.” Often it is true that in the stillness of 
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the night, when everything is quiet and there are no dis- 
tractions, we can pray better, we can commune with God 
better, we can get in touch with the eternal world through 
faith. Then we think of God’s Word and meditate upon 
it. In the night seasons His Spirit can speak to our hearts. 

This is also true of times of trouble. It is then, often, 
that we are brought nearer to God than at any other time. 
As in the daytime there are too many distractions for us 
to see the great truths of God’s purpose for us, so when 
things are going well we are often too busy to see His will 
in our lives; but when we enter into some deep distress, 
then we begin to know God’s truth in the school of 
affliction. 

One day a man remarked to some friends that it is 
possible to go down into a well on a bright, sunny day and 
look up and see the stars. They decided to try it out. So 
One man went down into a well. He looked up and said, 
“No, I can’t see any stars.” He went farther down and 
looked up again. “No, I can’t see them from here either.” 
But finally he descended to the bottom of the well, which 
was very deep. Then he looked up and said, “Oh, yes, yes, 
I can see the stars now!” 

And so often it is when we go down deep into the 
well of trouble, when we find ourselves in the night, 
though others may be in the day, we can look up and see 
God’s eternal stars. This was true in the experience of 
David. Take that wonderful third psalm. Notice what the 
Hebrew inscription at the beginning of the psalm says— 
“A psalm [or a song} of David, when he fled from 
Absalom, his son.” When he rose that morning he was the 
king over a great kingdom, with thousands of willing 
subjects. He had the money, praise, and glory of the 
world. At night he was sleeping with fugitives there on 
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the desert sand by the Jordan River. Absalom, his spoiled 
son, had risen up against him, willing to take his father’s 
life, and with a great army was seeking him at that very 
moment. 

Just read the song that David could sing in the night. 
In spite of this trouble, in spite of his broken heart, with 
the vast majority of those whom he had helped and 
befriended on the side of the enemy, and those he had 
benefited turned traitor against him, still he could say, 
“I cried unto the Lord with my voice, and he heard me. 
.. . I laid me down and slept; I awaked; for the Lord 
sustained me” (Psalms 3:4, 5). 

Friends, it is a wonderful thing to be able to sleep in 
time of trouble. There David was, with men seeking his 
life, driven out of his kingdom, and yet his trust in God 
was so implicit that he could lie down and sleep. Then, 
when the messengers came in the night and warned him 
that Absalom with twelve thousand men was about to 
attack him, he could still sing the song of the Lord and 
say, “I awaked; for the Lord sustained me.” 

We need an experience like that, too. This man who 
could sing in the night gives us a wonderful lesson, a 
marvelous example. But it really wasn’t his song; it was 
God’s song. It was the word of God that he had learned 
and that he trusted. 

We turn now to the forty-second psalm and read the 
eighth verse: “Yet the Lord will command his lovingkind- 
ness in the daytime, and in the night his song shall be 
with me, and my prayer unto the God of my life.” That’s 
what I call happy living—loving-kindness all day long 
and God’s song in the night and prayer without ceasing. 

Friends, we ought to fill our hearts with the Bible. We 
ought to memorize large sections of the Word of God so 
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that in times of trouble or when we are alone at night 
these great words will come uncalled into our hearts and 
we can sing, not our song, but God’s song. It will be with 
us in the darkest night. 

You know, life is made up of tears and gladness, sun- 
shine and shadow. Both have a part in our lives. When we 
find ourselves in the shadows, in the night, it is good to 
do what the psalmist did, as we read here in the seventy- 
seventh psalm, the fifth and sixth verses: “I have consid- 
ered the days of old, the years of ancient times. I call to 
remembrance my song in the night; I commune with 
mine own heart: and my spirit made diligent search.” 

Remember what God has done for you in the past. 
Think about His great mercies to others, to His own 
people. That will give you courage and faith for the 
future. David goes on to say, “I will remember the works 
of the Lord: surely I will remember thy wonders of old” 
(verse 11). That’s what we need to do. That will give us 
faith even in the night, so we can sing our song and His 
song in the darkest place. Sometimes God’s blessings are 
hidden, and only the storm and night can bring them to 
view. 

One day in the town of Sonora, California, a heavy 
rain—in fact, a cloudburst—came, and the water swept 
down the streets. The people thought it brought only 
evil. One man, leading his mule cart up the steep moun- 
tain street, the main street of the little town, found some- 
thing in the road. His foot struck on a stone, a large 
stone it was, and he bent over to remove it from the road. 
It had been uncovered by the stormy waters sweeping 
down the mountain. He found that it was a solid lump of 
gold, about twenty-five pounds in weight, that had been 
exposed by the storm. People had been passing over it 
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daily. And so, in that storm, that trouble, blessing came 
to him. How often we trample on blessings, and then 
we are made richer when some storm, some night, comes 
down upon us. 

A number of years ago L. B. Bridgers, a traveling 
minister who was a great lover of music and singing, 
returned from a long journey to find that in his absence 
his home had been destroyed by fire and that his greatest 
treasures, his wife and children, had lost their lives. We 
can only imagine what a terrible shock it was to him. But 
in the face of this tragedy he was able to rise above the 
crushing sorrow and go on with his work for Christ. The 
heavenly Father, who led him through the dark valley of 
shadow, gave him strength and put a song in his heart, 
and he was able not long afterward to put his faith into 
words and music when he wrote that heart-gripping song, 
“He Keeps Me Singing.” 

So, while God may sometimes permit the night to 
come upon us—yea, we may even walk through the valley 
of the great shadow—still, as Job has truly said, God 
“giveth songs in the night” (Job 35:10). With the night, 
He gives the heart a song. 

Now let us hasten over to the New Testament. In 
the sixteenth chapter of Acts we have the story of the 
great apostle Paul and his companion, Silas. For preach- 
ing the gospel, and for no other reason, they were seized 
in the city of Philippi and shut up, not only in prison, but 
in the inner prison; that is, down in the dungeon. Before 
they were locked up they were severely whipped. Their 
bodies were lacerated and bleeding. Then they were 
fastened to the stocks, so that they were unable to move 
into a comfortable position. And there, unwashed, suffer- 
ing, alone in the dungeon at night, what did they do? Did 
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they curse the authorities? Did they bewail their con- 
dition? Were they discouraged? Not a bit of it! Let us 
read what. the Good Book says: “And at midnight Paul 
and Silas prayed, and sang praises unto God: and the 
prisoners heard them” (Acts 16:25). Then what hap- 
pened? “And suddenly there was a great earthquake” 
(verse 26). 

You know the story. The jail was shaken open. Every 
man’s fetters were loosed. The keeper of the prison, know- 
ing that he was responsible for the prisoners, was about 
to take his own life. The Roman government no doubt 
would have executed him had they escaped. Then the 
apostle cried out and told him that they were all present 
and to do himself no harm. 

The rest of the story is so wonderful! The jailer 
came in with a light and said, “Sirs, what must I do to be 
saved?” The apostles said, “Believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house.” And they 
spoke the Word of God to him and to his house, and that 
very night they were baptized. That song in the night 
brought conversion to a household, it shook open the 
prison doors, and was the beginning of the gospel message 
in Europe. 

O friends, in the night, in the prison, in the stocks, 
in the dungeon, could there have been a more dis- 
couraging outlook? A few days before, the apostle by an 
angelic vision had been invited over to Europe to preach 
the gospel. But when he went he was arrested and placed 
in prison. This might have caused doubt in the minds of 
some. I wonder how we would have felt. Would we have 
complained against God, against our fortune, against the 
hardships of the Christian life? That is an example for 
every Christian, everywhere and always. Praise God in the 
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darkness, in the dungeon, in the night; and out of it will 
come light, blessing, deliverance, and salvation through 
faith in Christ. 

I think it was Samuel Rutherford, the old Scotch 
Christian and man of God, who said that we must never 
try to read God’s messages through the envelopes in which 
they come. We must not try to understand everything 
concerning His mysterious purposes, but we are to know 
that these things come from Him and accept them as 
from Him. And let us not forget that, according to his- 
torical tradition, the apostle Paul spent the last days of 
his life in a terrible underground prison in Rome. In 
that awful place, away down beneath the surface of the 
earth, in solid rock, the servant of God was chained. And 
there alone, forsaken by practically all his friends, facing 
death at the hands of Nero, he wrote a letter, the last 
epistle to Timothy. What does he say in this letter? Does 
he complain about his loneliness? He was lonely. Did he 
find fault with God? What is in this letter that he has 
left to us, that comes up to us from the darkness of the 
prison and from the heart of the most injured and 
afflicted man in Rome? 

My friends, this letter is full of light and joy. It begins 
with thanksgiving and ends with triumph. It is the coro- 
nation hymn of a victorious Christian. Just listen to these 
words as they echo from the gloomy dungeon: “I am now 
ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at 
hand. I have fought a good fight, I have finished my 
course, I have kept the faith: henceforth there is laid up 
for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the 
righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me 
only, but unto all them also that love his appearing” 
(2 Timothy 4:6-8). 
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It has often been said that character is what a man is 
in the dark. Well, a song in the night is what a Christian 
is in his heart. It is said that in training the very best song- 
birds, they are often taken into a dark room and kept 
there for a long time. There they are permitted to hear 
only the song of some other good bird. In the darkness 
they learn to sing the beautiful song they hear. So it often 
is with us. We learn to sing in the night of trouble. 

It is said that Jenny Lind, the great singer, once sang 
in a public performance where Goldschmidt heard her. 
As he walked out of the opera house someone asked him 
how he liked her voice. “Well,” he said, “there is some- 
thing about it that needs changing, needs toning down. 
If someone would marry her and break her heart and crush 
her feelings, then she could really sing.” Strange to say, 
he himself married her later on, and he broke her heart, 
too. He crushed her feelings, and then Jenny Lind sang 
with the sweetest voice ever heard, some say so sweet that 
the angels wished to stop and hear her sing. It was in the 
night of suffering and heartbreak that Jenny Lind learned 
to sweeten her song. 

There is another who sang in the night. You remem- 
ber that when the shadows of the cross were gathering 
about our Saviour there on the night of His betrayal, He 
broke the bread with His disciples in the upper room. 
In His discourse with His disciples in the very shadow of 
the cross, knowing that in a few hours He would be taken 
by wicked men and crucified, Jesus made no mournful 
allusions to His own sufferings and death. 

Someone has said, “His last legacy to them was a 
legacy of peace. He said, ‘Peace I leave with you, my 
peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I 
unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it 
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be afraid.’ Before leaving the upper chamber, the Saviour 
led His disciples in a song of praise. His voice was heard, 
not in the strains of some mournful lament, but in the 
joyful notes of the Passover hallel: ‘O praise the Lord, 
all ye nations: praise him, all ye people. For his merciful 
kindness is great toward us: and the truth of the Lord 
endureth for ever. Praise ye the Lord.’” These words are 
found in the 117th psalm. 

What an example this is to us. It was nighttime. It 
was night in the world about, and it was night in the heart 
of Jesus. It was dark in this world of sin when Jesus, the 
Light of the world, sang in the night. Above all others, 
He was the man who sang in the night, and He gives 
songs in the night to all His true people. 

No matter how the darkness may be gathering about 
you, friend, God will give you a song, and through that 
song He will bless you and bless others. And someday the 
morning will come, the eternal morning. Heaven’s gates 
will open, and then, with nights all past and shadows gone, 
you will sing in heaven, and there will be no night there. 


CHAPTER THIRTEEN 


She Mlan God 
Gave Clway 


“For God so loved the world, that he 
gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in 
him should not perish, but have everlasting life’ (John 
3:16). 

O Lord of life, and truth, and love, 
O Christ who walked our sod, 

O Word made flesh before our eyes, 
O Holy Gift of God! 

God’s gift of Christ included all other gifts. This is 
the truth of Romans 8:32: “He that spared not his own 
Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not 
with him also freely give us all things?” And in Christ, 
God gave Himself, for “God was in Christ, reconciling 
the world unto himself’ (2 Corinthians 5:19). 


In the early days of American history it was the custom 
of a certain tribe of Indians who inhabited the region 
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around Niagara Falls to send the most beautiful maiden of 
their tribe over the falls in a light canoe each year as an 
offering to the great Spirit of the Waters. One year the lot 
fell upon the daughter of the chieftain of the tribe. When 
the appointed day arrived, everything was ready for the 
canoe to be set adrift. But the people noticed that the 
chief himself was absent. They tried to find him, but 
without success. At last, when it was late and he had not 
appeared, the canoe shoved off. As it approached the cen- 
ter of the stream the people observed another canoe 
emerge from the bushes on the bank of an island in the 
middle of the river. In the gathering twilight, as the 
canoes came alongside each other, the chieftain was rec- 
ognized by his people on the shore. As the current caught 
the two small canoes, father and daughter went over the 
falls together. They were inseparable. And so, in the 
mystery of the cross, the Father was with His Son. 

Did the Man God gave to us come unexpectedly? 
On the contrary. His coming was foretold in the first 
sermon ever preached in the Garden of Eden to that 
congregation of three. The Preacher announced that the 
seed of the woman should bruise the serpent’s head 
(Genesis 3:15). 

What does the Book say about the Coming One in the 
prophecies of the Old Testament, and about their ful- 
fillment in the New? It says a great deal. For instance, 
a Redeemer was promised Eve, One able to overcome 
Satan, whose head He would crush. This revelation and 
promise continued to grow in majesty as the centuries 
rolled on. The coming Man was to be of the tribe of Judah, 
a prophet like unto Moses (Deuteronomy 18), the King 
to sit upon David’s throne forever (Isaiah 9:7; Hebrews 
1:8). He was to be the Messiah, the Anointed One, God’s 
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Son (Psalm 2). He was to be God’s Passover Lamb 
(Exodus 12; John 1:29). He had come to bear the sins 
of the world (Isaiah 53; Acts 8:30-33). And yet, “What 
is his name, and what is his son’s name, if thou canst 
tell?” (Proverbs 30:4). 

He was to be mysterious in His origin, a priest forever 
after the order of Melchizedek, to whom “the Lord said 
..., Sit thou at my right hand” (Psalms 110:1). He was 
to be Jehovah’s fellow (Zechariah 13:7). Of Him Isaiah 
wrote in the ninth chapter of his prophecy seven hundred 
years before the birth of Christ: “For unto us a child is 
born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be 
upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonder- 
ful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, 
The Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government 
and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of 
David” (Isaiah 9:6, 7). 

The Redeemer, the Lord of hosts, would perform 
this. In chapter 7, verse 14, He is called “Immanuel,” or 
God with us. 

But what does the New Testament have to say about 
this coming Man who was to be given to the world? Ask 
John the Baptist. In John 1:34 he says, “I saw, and bare 
record that this is the Son of God.” 

Ask Nathanael, and he answers: “Rabbi, thou art the 
Son of God” (John 1:49). 

You disciples, after living with Jesus, what do you 
say about Him? Peter replies: “Thou art the Christ, the 
Son of the living God” (Matthew 16:16). 

And, John, you wrote the Gospel—what do you say? 
“These are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is 
the Son of God; and that believing ye might have life 
through his name” (John 20:31). 
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And Jesus of Nazareth, as He stands before the court 
to answer the demand of the high priest, “I adjure thee 
by the living God, that thou tell us whether thou be the 
Christ, the Son of God,” bears testimony under oath with 
these words: “Thou hast said,” or, in other words, “I am” 
(Matthew 26:63, 64). 

Yes, God gave Christ to us. This proves that He 
existed before His incarnation as a babe in Bethlehem. 
It is written in the prophecy of Micah 5:2: “But thou, 
Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the 
thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth 
unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth 
have been from of old, from everlasting.” Christ was with 
the Father in the creation of the world (Hebrews 1:1-8). 

The Man God gave to us was the world’s supreme 
teacher. He came explaining God to men. Jesus was no 
myth. He was a real man, a historical personage. Compare 
Him with the other great teachers of history. Confucius 
doubtless lived. Ask Confucianism, “What are the higher 
powers?” The answer comes, “We cannot know the 
higher powers.” Confucianism is a sort of religious ag- 
nosticism. 

Buddha doubtless lived. Ask Buddhism what are the 
higher powers, and it replies, “The universe is the highest 
power.” This, of course, is religious pantheism. 

Mohammed doubtless lived. Ask Mohammedism what 
the higher powers are, and the reply is, “Law is the highest 
power—inflexible, inexorable law.” This is a type of 
religious fatalism. We look at the Arab countries, which 
it has taught and guided, and we see that this is so. 

But Christianity says, “God in man is the highest 
power.” This may be termed revelation. And in Jesus 
Christ, the Man God gave to us, we behold the great 
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disclosure of God, the great Teacher and Redeemer of the 
world. 

The Man God gave away is Himself a sevenfold 
miracle. There are seven facts about Him that are not 
true of any other man who has ever lived. 

First, His supernatural birth. He was begotten of the 
Holy Spirit, and born of the virgin Mary (Matthew 1:20). 
A Christian and a non-Christian were conversing about 
the virgin birth. “If I should tell you that a child had been 
born in this city without a father, would you believe it?” 
asked the non-Christian. 

“Yes,” replied the Christian, “if he could live as Jesus 
lived and do what Jesus did.” 

No, never man lived, acted, talked as He did. Never 
man came into the world as He did, by a supernatural 
birth. 

The second unique fact about Jesus is His sinless life. 
The angel of the annunciation said to the virgin Mary, 
“That holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called 
the Son of God” (Luke 1:35). Notice, He is called 
“holy 一 holy even in His birth. Christ challenged His 
bitterest enemies with these words: “Which of you con- 
vinceth me of sin?” (John 8:46). And the apostle Paul 
declares that as our high priest Jesus is “holy, harmless, 
undefiled, separate from sinners” (Hebrews 7:26). 

The third great fact about Jesus is His vicarious death 
upon the cross. “Christ died for our sins according to the 
scriptures,’ we read in 1 Corinthians 15:3. And in Isaiah 
53:6 it is written that “the Lord hath laid on him the 
iniquity of us all.” As our only Sin Bearer and God’s 
bleeding Lamb upon the cross, Christ there finished His 
atoning sacrifice. He cried, “It is done—it is attested—it 


is finished!” 
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The last task of the Venerable Bede, the old Bible 
translator and historian of Britain who lived about twelve 
centuries ago, was to finish the translation of the Gospel 
of John into his native English. His body was racked 
with pain, and his great age made it a question whether 
he would have strength enough to finish his work. The 
young man who wrote at his dictation pleaded with him 
to leave the task unfinished, as it was too much for him. 
But Bede wouldn’t rest. At length he reached the final 
chapter. Would death delay its approach until the task 
was done? 

“And now, dear master,” said the young scribe, “only 
one sentence remains.” He read the words, and the dying 
man feebly gave him the English equivalent. “It is finished, 
dear master!” cried the excited youth. 

“Ah, yes, it is finished,” replied the old saint. “Lift me 
up—place me at that window in my cell where I have 
so often prayed to God. And now, glory be to the Father, 
and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost!” And with those 
words he was gone. His work was finished, and he was 
ready to meet his Lord. 

We come next, and fourth, to Christ’s victorious resur- 
rection. He died, but He arose again. He said, “I lay down 
my life, that I might take it again’ (John 10:17). His 
resurrection proved Him divine. Death could not hold 
Him. He was “declared to be the Son of God with power, 
... by the resurrection from the dead” (Romans 1:4). 

The fifth great fact about Jesus is His visible ascension 
to heaven. He came down from heaven and He returned. 
One day He said to His troubled disciples: “What and if 
ye shall see the Son of man ascend up where he was 
before?” (John 6:62). And in Acts 1:9 we read that this 
is just what they did see one afternoon: “While they be- 
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held, he was taken up; and a cloud received him out of 
their sight.” 

This God-given Son of man came into the world by 
a miracle and He left it by a miracle. 

We notice next the sixth fact, His holy priesthood 
in heaven. He is now our priest, our representative, our 
mediator as the theologians say, our friend in heaven. It 
is written in 1 Timothy 2:5: “For there is one God, and 
one mediator between God and men, the man Christ 
Jesus.” But this Man, this Man God gave to us, “is able 
also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God 
by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for 
them” (Hebrews 7:25). 

The seventh and last fact is His glorious return. Our 
Lord Jesus was here once, and He will come again. Not 
at death—when He comes He will raise the righteous 
dead (1 Thessalonians 4:16). Not at conversion—con- 
version is the sinners coming to Christ. When Jesus 
returns, He comes for the saints. Not in the gradual work 
of the church—when He comes, He will take the church. 
Not by the purification of politics—when He comes, 
there will be no more politics, for “the kingdoms of this 
world” will “become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his 
Christ” (Revelation 11:15). He predicted it (Matthew 
26:64); He promised it (John 14:1-3); and He will keep 
His word. 

These seven great scriptural facts about Jesus Christ 
prove Him to be the Christ prophesied in the Old Testa- 
ment, the Son of God and the Son of man of the New 
Testament. Of Him it was declared, “Unto us a child is 
born, unto us a son is given” (Isaiah 9:6). He is the 
Son of God’s love given to us. Will you receive Him? 
Will you turn to Him as your Saviour? 
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In the cathedral of Lübeck in Germany there is an 
old slab with the following inscription upon it: 


“Thus Speaketh Christ Our Lord 


“Ye call Me Master and obey Me not, 
Ye call Me Light and see Me not, 
Ye call Me Way and walk Me not, 
Ye call Me Life and desire Me not, 
Ye call Me wise and follow Me not, 
Ye call Me fair and love Me not, 
Ye call Me rich and ask Me not, 
Ye call Me eternal and seek Me not, 
Ye call Me gracious and trust Me not, 
Ye call Me noble and serve Me not, 
Ye call Me mighty and honor Me not, 
Ye call Me just and fear Me not, 
If I condemn you, blame Me not.” 


Now, friend, receive the Man God gave to us. We 
can do nothing to merit God’s forgiveness. We cannot 
earn salvation, but we can by faith accept what Christ has 
done for us. We can look to Him there upon the cross, 
where the old account was settled long ago. 

Ebenezer Wooten, an eccentric English evangelist, 
once held some meetings in a tent on a village green at 
Lidford Brook. His last service had been conducted, the 
crowd was leaving, and he was taking down the tent. Just 
then a young fellow approached him and rather casually 
asked, “Mr. Wooten, what must I do to be saved?” 

“Too late,” said the evangelist in a matter-of-fact way, 
and went on with his work. “Too late, my friend; too 
late!” 

This startled the young man, driving away every 
vestige of indifference. “Oh, don’t say that, Mr. Wooten. 
Surely it is not too late just because the meetings are 
over.” 


“Yes, my friend,” he answered, looking his questioner 
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straight in the eye, “it is too late. You want to know what 
you must do to be saved, and I tell you that you are hun- 
dreds of years too late. The work of salvation is already 
done, completed, finished. It was finished on the cross. 
Jesus said so with the last breath He drew. What more 
do you want?” . 

Then the young man recognized what the preacher 
meant. There was nothing for him to do to finish the work 
of the Lord Jesus. That had been perfected on the cross. 
There was nothing for him to do but to fall upon his 
knees and accept the Saviour and His finished work of 
grace. 

Friend, that work was finished and we must accept 
the Man God gave to us. God’s holy law condemns us. It 
points to us and says, “Guilty! guilty! guilty!” “For by the 
law is the knowledge of sin” (Romans 3:20). And “the 
wages of sin is death” (Romans 6:23). 

O friend, there is hope, glorious hope—the gift of 
God, eternal life—in the Man God gave away. “And this 
is the record, that God hath given to us eternal life, and 
this life is in his Son. He that hath the Son hath life; and 
he that hath not the Son of God hath not life” (1 John 
Sei, I2). 

Under the “Law” with its tenfold lash, 
Learning, alas, how true— 

That the more I tried, 

The sooner I died, 


While the “Law” cried— 
“You, You, You!” 


Hopelessly still did the battle rage. 
“O wretched man,” my cry— 
And deliverance sought 
By some penance bought 
While my soul cried— 
TLE 
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Then came a day when my struggles ceased, 
And trembling in every limb, 
At the foot of a tree 
Where One died for me, 
I sobbed out— 
“Him, Him, Him!” 


Thank God for His unspeakable Gift, the Man God 


gave away! 
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